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A Challenge 


Twenty-six Years of Faithful Attendance at 
Sunday School Is Record of Octogenarian 


STANDING as a challenge to most of 
us in this day with its popular trend of 
drifting away from the church, are the 
lives of a few “old-timers” who have 
preserved the faith of their fathers 
among this nation’s founders and its 
champions down through the years. 
The horizon of the church’s future is 
brightened by the example of a faith- 
ful few who have given themselves to 
the Lord and are supporting their 
church by regular attendance at its 
services. Perhaps no big churches in 
cities bear their names and no large 
edifices rise as monuments to their 
financial contributions, yet they are the 
foundation of the church of today. Such 
a one is Mr. E, A. Wadding, octogen- 
arian, who has established an unusual 
record of perfect and punctual attend- 
ance at St. Matthew’s Lutheran Church, 
Ramsaytown, Pa. Trudging through 
snow and cold, rain and fair weather, 
he has walked over 5,000 miles and 
still is going strong as he begins his 
twenty-sixth year of perfect attendance 
at Sunday school. 

Living about two miles from the 
church as the crow flies, and farther by 
a road which is often impassable dur- 
ing the winter months, Mr. Wadding 
cuts through the woods and across 
fields as he walks to Sunday school 
even waist-deep snow fails to keep him 
at home. He is justly proud of his 
record, which started in January 1915 
when his church adopted the Cross and 
Crown system of reward. At that time 
he was fifty-four years old, but despite 
his age he was the only member of the 
small rural congregation to receive the 
twelve crosses for twelve years of per- 
fect attendance. He is also the proud 
possessor of the gold medal awarded 
by the Pennsylvania State Sabbath 
School Association for fifty years of 
service in the Sunday school, having 
received this award about five years 
ago. 

Mr. Wadding was born on the farm 
in Brookville where he has spent his 
entire life. His parents were early 
pioneers who first settled in Jefferson 
County, Pa. His father cleared the 118- 
acre farm in Knox Township nearly 
100 years ago, when the county 
abounded in wild life and “you could 
see the marks where the deer had slept 
the night before.” After his marriage 
Mr. Wadding transferred his member- 
ship from the Stanton Methodist, his 
boyhood church home, to the Ramsay- 
town congregation, and is one of its 
oldest members. He has served the 
church faithfully in many capacities. 
He has taught boys, young women and 


MR. WADDING (center) receiving congrat- 


ulations from his pastor, the Rev. L. Paul 
Mueller. Mr. Blair Shaffer, superintendent of 
the Sunday school (right) 


older women in the Sunday school, and 
is now teacher of the men’s Bible class. 
For many years he was superinten- 
dent, but has served in every office. 

This life is a real challenge to those 
individuals who can always find an ex- 
cuse for not attending church: In the 
winter “‘it’s too cold,” “too much snow 
on the sidewalk,” or “they can’t get the 
car started” to drive to the nearby 
church. Summer with its fine weather 
makes the church too hot and stuffy 
for some to go; but Mr. Wadding walks 
the two miles just the same. His tes- 
timony is: “I have seldom missed a 
service since I was a boy, and went to 
church with my parents.” 


ONE SIMON, A CYRENIAN 
(Mark 15: 21) 
By Marcaret R. SEEBACH 


Anp did he bear it willingly? 

Or was he hot with wrath and shame, 
Tramping resentfully the road 

That led him to undying fame? 


Was he impatient to be gone, 
His business finished in the town? 
Why had he not escaped in time, 
Before the mob came bearing down? 


Rufus and Alexander, too— 
His boys at home—and must they be 
Taunted with this? “Your father helped 
To bear a malefactor’s tree!” 


Or had he one prophetic glimpse, 
Down through the looming ages dim, 
How for the task he did that day 
Men of all times should envy him? 


* * * * * 


O hated crosses that we bear, 
How we rebel beneath your load, 

Nor feel upon our shoulders laid 
The very accolade of God! 
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He Is Risen 


How indiscribable must have 
been the emotions of the more 
intimate and faithful disciples 
of Jesus when the news 
reached them that the grave in 
which the body of their Lord 
had been laid was empty. The 
fact was so tremendous as to 
require the personal investiga- 
tion of Peter and John after the women had brought the 
first report of the occurrence. Later in the day two of 
the small group had been accompanied by Jesus and He 
had sat at meat with them in their home. Finally He 
came to them where they had secretly gathered and 
proved the truth of His conquest of death to their com- 
plete and lasting assurance. 

Following their meetings with Him, the first feelings 
of awe and astonishment led through remembering what 
He had taught them prior to His crucifixion. This con- 
quest of death was not a victory which permitted of 
local, private interpretation. It was not a few hours’ or 
a few days’ battle with an opponent, death, in which 

He the Christ was the victor. They remembered what 


The strife is o’er, the battle done! 

The victory of life is won! 

The song of triumph has begun! 
Alleluia! 


The pow’rs of death have done their worst, 
But Christ their legions hath dispersed; 
Let shouts of holy joy outburst! 

Alleluia! 


He had said in the discourses 
about the Kingdom of God to 
establish which He had become 
incarnate. The eternal and 
therefore spiritual nature of 
this kingdom, which flesh and 
blood could not enter, grew in 
detailed form in their minds as 
meditation and conferences in- 
cluded their recalling what He had said. Finally the 
whole significance of His Messiahship—what we call the 
vicarious atonement—became clear to them. 

And to this greatest of all communications they be- 
came the first witnesses. 

But not the last. They committed the glad tidings to 
the church, and the church has since borne witness to 
generation after generation of sin-burdened men and 
women. Next Sunday in countless places congregations 
will gather to thank God for victory over “the last 


enemy that shall be destroyed”; that is, Death. 
What a marvelous message! What a marvelous priv- 


ilege to be authorized to proclaim it! He is risen. He is 
risen indeed. 
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What Is a Minister? 

THERE are a few places in the world where it pays to 
be a minister; pays in actual cash. One is Elkton, Md., 
because Elkton is a great marrying town. Couples come 
there from nearby states where 
marriage laws are somewhat 
more thorny. 

And in Elkton, it seems, 
there are ministers who fulfill 
no ecclesiastical function ex- 
cept marrying people. In their 
spare time they are short order 
cooks, furniture dealers, or 
barbers. 

Three Elktonites who claim 
to be Baptist ministers have 
been officially disowned by the Baptist church. “We 
are calling attention to the absence from the official 
roster of Maryland Baptist ministers of the names of 
men whose activities are now under discussion in the 
public press,” states a resolution of the Maryland Bap- 
tist Union Association. 

The Maryland legislature is looking for a workable 
definition of a minister, so it can put on its statute books 
a marriage law which will rule out the impostors. 


Best Sellers 

THE “best seller list” idea is catching. The Church 
Review has tabulated religious books being sold in 
largest numbers by bookstores related to the Episcopal 
Church, with the following leading the list: 

Faith and Practice—Frank H. Wilson 

Militant in Earth—Edward R. Hardy 

Christianity and Power Politics—Reinhold Niebuhr 

Religion for Living—Bernard Iddings Bell 

Sermon on the Mount—Martin Dibelius 

What Roman Catholics are reading in the field of 
general literature is evident from a list of best sellers 
in eighteen Catholic bookstores, compiled for the two 
weeks ending March 15. These are the five leading 
books: 

Survival Till Seventeen—Feeney 

By Jacob’s Well—Leen 

Murder in a Nunnery—Shepherd 

Says Mrs. Crowley, Says She—Hurley 

Tremaynes and the Masterful Monk—Dudley 


Going After Information 

Wuen the Augustana Synod publishes a new hymnal 
several years from now, the congregations may find in it 
just the hymns they want. At least the hymnal com- 
mittee is trying to find out what congregations prefer 
to sing. 

All pastors and organists of the synod are being asked 
to compile lists of the hymns now actually being used 
in the present hymnal, and another list of hymns not in 
the collection but which are desired. 


Big-time Radio 
“CHARLIE McCartuy” opened his radio season last fall 
with sixty-three stations of NBC. “Double or Nothing,” 


By G. ELSON RUFF 


a popular quiz program, had 116. But Dr. Walter C. 
Maier and his “Lutheran Hour” passed the two hundred 
mark. 


Broadcast to four continents, after nine years on the 
air, this radio program of the popular Missouri Synod 
preacher is a phenomenon of the airwaves. 

As late as 1935 Dr. Maier had a two-station hook- 
up in the Middle West. In 1936 there were ten stations, 
and in 1937 twenty-eight. By 1938 there was a coast- 
to-coast hook-up of sixty-two stations. The 1939 season 
began with eighty-one stations and closed with 177. 


The messages are heard in Asia through the 50,000- 
watt KMRZ in Manila, most powerful station in the 
Orient. HCJB, “The Voice of the Andes,” at Quito, 
Ecuador, broadcasts the Lutheran Hour in English and 
Spanish over long and short wave. 

Dr. Maier gives his services for the radio mission 
without salary. The correspondence involved reaches a 
staggering total, for this preacher undoubtedly has the 
largest congregation in the world. For years he has 
carried a heavy teaching load at Concordia Theological 
Seminary, St. Louis; has been active in establishing 
three mission churches, has served as editor of the 
Walther League Messenger, and has written eight books. 


Is It the Dawn? 


LUTHERAN journals are hailing with joy a series of 
articles now appearing in The American Lutheran, and 
find in them evidence of sunrise in St. Louis. 


The American Lutheran does not speak officially for 
the Missouri Synod, but its current articles on Lutheran 
co-operation are by men of authority. Dr. W. Arndt of 
the Concordia faculty discusses “Foreign Missions and 
Intersynodical Co-operation,” and finds that Lutherans 
who are not in fellowship with bodies sponsoring the 
Lutheran World Convention can with a good conscience 
participate in joint efforts to relieve orphaned foreign 
missions. 


The Rev. H. F. Wind, president of the Associated Lu- 
theran Charities, argues for consultative relationships of 
all Lutheran bodies in welfare work. Editorially, The 
American Lutheran says: “Where there is no question 
of compromising the truth, laymen of the Lutheran 
Church find the work for which Christ suffered and died 
is hindered purely because of the tradition of non-co- 
operation between Lutheran synods.” 


Pastor Wind has been invited to deliver several class- 
room lectures on institutional work at Concordia 
Seminary. 

The Lutheran Companion of the Augustana Synod 
speaks of Dr. Arndt’s statement as “an important for- 
ward step in Missouri Lutheran church polity, opening 
up great possibilities for co-ordinated Lutheran effort.” 


Editor Edward W. Schramm of The Lutheran Standard 


(American Church) disagrees with the contention that 
unity can be achieved solely through discussion of dif- 
ferences in doctrine, and that it is a fallacy to think 
that co-operation between Lutherans in matters such as 
relief makes no contribution to the achievement of unity. 


a — 


SEEN RE ee we 


ae 


_ April 9, 1941 


IN THE WORLD'S EYE 


By Juxius F. SEEBACH 


The Catholic bishops of the United States are extend- 
ing themselves to popularize their new version of the 
New Testament to be issued late in May. Their zeal may 
be measured by the fact that though the original Eng- 
lish (Douay) Catholic version, unwillingly produced in 
1582 by Gregory Martin, was translated by himself in a 
year, and three revisions of the same were completed 
in 1749, 1750 and 1752 by Bishop Challoner of London 
with an equal reluctance, the present revision is the 
product of five years’ effort by thirty scholars of merit. 
Whatever the former Catholic reasons for frowning 
upon the general use or possession of the Scriptures 
by the laity, the present change of mind—let us hope it 
is a change of heart!—is evidenced by the order of the 
Catholic bishops in the United States, that “the mem- 
bers of the Church will celebrate May 18 as Biblical 
Sunday, as the first step in an effort to have every 
American Catholic family obtain a copy of the work.” 
Since the bishops claim 21,000,000 American Catholics, 
this is some project! 


The British government took pains to announce 
(March 10) that Britain’s churches will not be called 
upon to pay compulsory insurance premiums on their 
property. The cause for this generous action is the ex- 
ceptionally severe punishment inflicted upon thousands 
of church buildings, chapels, parsonages and parish 
houses, of which the Methodists lost 200 churches and 
the Baptists lost 114 in the London area alone. The 
government’s gesture of aid, which assures the payment 
of the premiums for the churches, is intended to insure 
the eventual rebuilding of all the bombed-out church 
edifices after peace and security have been re-estab- 
lished in Britain. The government may have to do more, 
for it is hard to see how the insuring companies will be 
able to honor in full the cost of the widespread destruc- 
tion for which it is financially obligated. 


The Jewish Chronicle states that the Soviet has re- 
cently opened a school in the Kamenetz-Podolsk region 
for the training of “Red Rabbis,’ to whom is to be en- 
trusted the preaching of “Soviet Loyalty” to the Jews in 
the new Soviet territories of Poland, Bessarabia, North- 
ern Bukovina and the Baltic States. Their task is to be 
the harmonizing of the principles of the Jewish faith 
with the Soviet doctrine. Recruits are being sought 
among the Yeshiva schools erected in the newly or- 
ganized territories. ... All this time we have had our 
suspicions directed against the Soviet brand of Com- 
munism as a vicious product of the impossible and de- 
generate Jews! And now they need high-pressure 
methods used upon them to bring them to conversion! 


Newsweek (March 17) is responsible for the statement 
that recently a German-Jewish girl in New York who 
has relatives in Germany, and who has been especially 
active in national student organizations, received a com- 
munication on a letterhead of the German Consulate- 
General in New York. She was bluntly informed that 
if she would exert her influence in the proper direction 
her relatives in Germany would receive special con- 
sideration. The relatives being Jewish, it is easy to im- 


agine their present consideration. The alternative was 
presented without direct words by the writer, who 
signed the letter with an illegible scrawl so that his 
identity could not be revealed. This statement might 
ordinarily be classed as pure anti-Nazi propaganda, if 
it were not repeatedly confirmed in the sober pages of 
“Refugee,” by Clara Leiser; “Out of the Night,” by Jan 
Valtin; “Reaching for the Stars,” by Nora Waln, and 
other records of bitter personal experience. The only 
consolation left those who are horrified by such fiendish 
procedure is that these acts hasten the inevitable end of 
a government that deals in such shameful methods. 


The Vatican’s congregation of the Holy Office has 
placed (February 26) Herr Koltz’s recent. book, 
“Erbpflege und Christentum” (Race Culture and Chris- 
tianity), on the index of prohibited books. The author 
has touched on a delicate point with the Vatican by his 
demand that those who have grave physiological or 
psychological defects apt to be transmitted should “ac- 
cept sterilization when the state decides it is necessary.” 
Of course, the Vatican was bound to consider such a 
subjugation of the convictions of Holy Church to the 
judgment of the state as intolerable, especially since, as 
Osservatore Romano (the Vatican’s popular journalistic 
voice) expresses it: “The writer suppresses essential 
dogmas, abolishes tradition, substitutes his own judg- 
ment for all doctrinal authorities. In the name of Chris- 
tianity he advocates ‘the mutilation of the infirm, the 
death of the unfortunate, albeit innocent ones, and 
racial pride.’” The problem posed by Herr Koltz and 
the Vatican is one that is equally grave for church and 
state. The increasing numbers of unfit humans require 
the most serious attention for the sake of spiritual as 
well as physical welfare. But it needs something more 
than the power-pressure of the state and the doctrinal 
prepossessions of the church to solve it. 


A Late issue of the German Catholic periodical, 
Schoenere Zukunft, carried the following arresting de- 
scription of a joint meeting of Lutherans and Catholics 
held in Germany: “The subject of the discussion was 
the Church, and its aim was to gain a clear picture of 
the convictions held by both parties. Misunderstand- 
ings were to be cleared away, and remaining conflicts 
were to be brought before God in common prayer. Com- 
mon prayer was the soul of the meeting, principally the 
petition, ‘Forgive us our trespasses, especially the great 
guilt of dividing the faith.’ After the celebration of the 
Mass (a name more commonly used among continental 
Protestants than here), the Epistle to the Ephesians was 
read alternately by a Catholic and Protestant clergy- 
man.” The emphasis upon “common prayer” is impres- 
sive; the recognition of “dividing the faith” is heartening, 
for earnest Christians everywhere deplore it. The ques- 
tion that remains is whether the approach will be main- 
tained when peace returns. The pressure of persecution 
inflicted upon the Church in Germany is undoubtedly 
responsible for the present community of interests. If it 
can maintain itself when once that pressure is removed, 
we may more hopefully anticipate the presence and 
power of the Church Universal. 
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Abdel Ross W ents, President, Gettysburg 
: ological Seminary. Graduating from 


and Theological Seminary, Pres-_ 


in 1926, and the D.D. degree from Midland College 


a 1936. Prior to joining the Hamma faculty in 1923, 


he was pastor in Chicago from 1918-19238. Graduate 


_ studies were pursued in the universities of Berlin, 


 Leipsig and Erlangen. He was a member of the Com- 
mission of our Church on the World Conference on 
‘Faith and~ Order and a delegate to the Edinburgh 
Conference, and is a member of our Board of Social 
Missions. He was elected Dean of the Hamma faculty 
in 1940. 


8. F. #. Clausen, Pr esident, ‘Waterloo Lutheran 
Theological Seminary. President Clausen graduated 
from Wagner College and the Philadelphia Seminary. 
From 1903-1930 he held pastorates in New York City, 
Wilmington, North Carolina, and. Brooklyn, New 
York. As a pastor he was active in the field of Inner 


, Missions. He became president of the Waterloo Sem- 
- inary in 1980, and officially inducted February 3, 1931. 


9. Paul H. Roth, President, Northwestern Lu- 
theran Theological Seminary. Dr. Roth became pres- 
ident of the Northwestern Seminary in 1935, after 
serving as professor of Historical Theology since 
1920. He graduated from Thiel College and the Chi- 
eago Lutheran Theological Seminary. After having a 
pastorate in Wisconsin, he served as professor of 
Historical Theology in the Chicago Seminary from 
1910-1920. Thiel College honored him with the D.D. 
degree in 1927. 


Washington 


BY ; 
OSCAR F. BLACKWELDER AND 
RALPH W. LOEW 


THE LUTHERAN 


Easter in Washington means cherry trees, throngs of 
visitors—spring in a beautiful city. This year we are 
concerned as a city not just with the thousands of vis- 
itors who will be coming for week-end sightseeing. This 
year Washington is concerning itself with the thousands 
of new residents which are being brought into the city 
by the defense program. 

New employees have been arriving in the city at an 
estimated average of 2,000 each month, most of them 
younger people. Since the completion of the 1940 census 
there are 40,000 new residents reported. This means 
many problems, particularly in housing, and the im- 
mense responsibility of assisting these newcomers to 
achieve a healthy adjustment to their new surroundings. 

To keep Washington from being a problem, the 
churches have been attempting to meet their particular 
responsibilities. A group of young people has diligently 
been at work visiting these newcomers, extending an 
invitation from the Committee on Religious Life in the 
Nation’s Capital in an effort to identify them with local 
churches. In this way the churches hope to make life 
in a beautiful city a beautiful experience. 

We asked young people who have been co-operating 
in these endeavors to list five suggestions they would 
make to those around the country who are contemplat- 
ing moving to the Nation’s Capital. To pastors and 
parents, as well as to the young people themselves, 
these, their own words of advice, from certain groups 
of Washington youth will be of interest: 

1. Find a church home. Write to the pastor of a 
Washington church, or have your pastor write. The 
local church will help you in finding your new home, 
meeting worthy companions, and keeping your church 
contacts. 

2. Be friendly. Washington is a city of transiency. 
You may feel lonely and lost at first. Value those highly 
who will help you to meet people of character and in- 
tegrity, who want to be your friends. 

3. Develop a plan for your life that will enable you 
to use well all of Washington’s educational and cultural 
opportunities. Keep an eye on your budget money and 
time. Your money comes and goes quickly. And your 
time, too. 

4. Keep your ideals and convictions of faith. You’re 
strictly on your own now. Live the way your folks 
brought you up. 

.. Don’t let Washington supply everything—keep a 
kinship and loyalty to your parents and friends back 
home. Their prayers and hopes are with you. You owe 
them no less than a worthy development of your 
heritage. 


Campaign Promises 
WASHINGTON has seen men of politics come and go, 
watched the “would-be-great”’ walk where the great 


have walked, heard the voices of lobbyists as well as 
the pronouncements of statecraft. Here men have risen 
to positions of prominence and trust. Here others have 
fallen by the wayside. Some have sought power, some 
prestige, some opportunities for specialized service. All 
of them have wanted appreciation and understanding. 
Thus the recent bold reversals of pre-election statements 
by the leaders of both major political parties seems to 
some of us to be little less than tragic. The Republican 
standard-bearer at a recent Senate hearing dismissed 
certain of his recorded statements as “campaign ora- 
tory.” The Democratic controlled Senate refused to 
adopt the declaration on foreign affairs in the 1940 party 
platform as the official foreign policy of the government. 
These actions. can be the breeding ground of cynicism 
and lead to the destruction of faith in governmental in- 
tegrity. If these are days when men of leadership are 
subjected to such difficult pressures and trying tempta- 
tions, they are also days when the church must render a 
real service—that of pointing out the foundations of 
honor and setting the example for clear and honest 
speaking. 


A New Senator 

Senator Harold H. Burton of Ohio is a “freshman” 
Senator whose career Washington will watch with par- 
ticular interest. He gives every promise of being a 
worthy addition to that company of men who keep alive 
the best traditions of integrity. Mr. Burton has been 
literally drafted to his position of public trust. In Cleve- 
land he served as Mayor from 1935 to 1940 where he 
achieved a notable success. Now he is in the Senate 
with his legislative career still ahead. He has been im- 
mediately called into service on the District Committee, 
that committee which has the problem of determining 
legislative policies for “voteless Washington.” Asked to 
write for this page, Mr. Burton has made the following 
statement of his reasons for entry into public service: 

“Tn a self-governing nation widespread ‘public service’ 
is essential. Continued freedom depends upon it. It 
should be rendered by everyone. It is an expression of 
faith in the brotherhood of man. He who renders it is a 
minister to his fellowmen. 

“Business, farming, labor, professional and other pro- 
ductive work, well done, carries with it indirect public 
service. One way to render such service more directly 
is to take active part in the nomination and election of 
all governmental representatives. Another is to help 
mold public sentiment on public issues. There are 
countless others, reaching into every field, that seek to 
improve the character, the opportunities, or the welfare 
of the people. 

“Genuine willingness to work and serve in the public 
interest makes the ‘brotherhood of man’ not only a 
prayer but a practice.” 
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O MORTALS REJOICE 


By Martin LutHer WALKER 


O MORTALS rejoice! 
praise! 

Your jubilant voices triumphantly 
raise! 

The veil is uplifted, the future is bright, 

Earth’s shadows are transient, our path 
lies in light. 


Sing anthems of 


The Dead is alive! The Sleeper awake! 
The King has come forth His kingdom 
to take; 
The sepulchre’s empty, the soldiers are 
gone, 
The trees ’round the tomb keep their 
vigil alone. 
The Saviour divine hath conquered 
the grave, 
From death’s dark embrace His friends 
He can save; 
Enthroned on eternity’s mountains, he 
shows 
Immortal provision for all mortal woes. 


Hail, glorified Lord! Thy robe is the 
light, 

The stars are Thy crown, Thy sceptre 
is might; 

The rainbow of promise, glows fair o’er 
the dome, 

Thy welcome awaits us in glory, our 
home. 


THE EASTER MIRACLE 
By Laura Emiry Mau 


To prove that life cannot be held 
Within a tomb’s closed door, 

Christ rose up from the tomb alive, ~ 
To be alive forevermore. 


He left the empty tomb that men 
Could look inside and see, 

That He had risen from the dead, 
To prove Life’s immortality. | 


To prove that He had 
conquered death, 
For all humanity, 
And that through Him 
we too shall live, 
Re-born to live 
eternally. 


The Chancel of 
Grace Church, 
Rochester, N. Y., 
Walter Krumwiede, 
S.T.) , Pastor 


THE SPRING OF LIFE 
By Cuarues E. Dozer 


I wALKeED this path but yesterday 
When all was dead and brown and gray. 
The vernal breeze then wed the sun, 
And now, behold, new life’s begun. 
The buds are ope and turning green, 
The grass reflects a living sheen; 

The hillsides teem with violets, 

While fragrance, joy of spring begets. 


How came this change since yesterday? 

Whence came this life from death’s 
decay? 

Is this perchance some accident, 

Or has our God a message sent? 

Pray, read this language from above 

That’s spoken by Eternal Love 

Assuring us how life prevails 

Through faith in Him, though death 
assails. 


Behold this living pageant here 

Enacted, true, and year by year, 

Where life and death, in death’s em- 
brace 

Are struggling for pre-eminence. 

Bold death cuts down and seems to 
win, 

And life is felled with strokes of sin. 

This monster power with grim decay 

Would make believe he holds the sway. 


Christ Is Risen! 


But no! ’Tis life and God in spring 

Who speaks to us in every thing; 

He tells us here, our God is true! 

Life lives and reigns! Life rose for you! 

The life that passed from human sight 

Comes forth triumphant in His right! 

And spring shouts forth with Gabriel’s 
horn 


“Behold! 


Your resurrection morn!” 


THE CHRIST OF GALILEE 
By Ivy Heinman Harmon 
THE Christ Who walked in Galilee 
On mercy’s errands bent, 


Is very close to you and me 
These blessed days of Lent. 


tp 


The Christ Who walked in Galilee, 
To His disciples dear— 

An ever-present Friend is He 
And makes our pathway clear. 


The Christ Who walked in Galilee 
Knows everything we do— 

In view of His omniscience we 
At all times would be true. 


The Christ Who walked in Galilee 
Is just the same today; 

And though His form we cannot see 
He hears all that we say. 


The Christ Who died on Calvary, 
By jealous hatred slain, 

Now daily intercedes that we 
Eternal life may gain. 

Rural Valley, Pa. 


MY PRAYER 


By Exstz Irvine HOLLER 


A HUMBLE, contrite heart I bring, 
To give to Christ, anew. 

Purge it, dear Lord, of every thought 
Unworthy or untrue. 


Fill it with love for all 
mankind, 

Compassion, under- 
standing, 

And willingness to do 
Thy will, 

With zeal and works 
unending. 


All power of sin and 
doubt shall fail, 
And power of death to 


part. 
A crucified and risen 
Lord 
Shall reign within my 
heart. 
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ie reat Reality 


Resurrection is Victory Over Death 
Demonstration of Immortality and 
Seal of Spiritual Inheritance 


OccASIONALLY one meets a very zealous champion of 
Christianity who insists that the tenets of our Christian 
religion are all new. Such is not the case. Much that 
is taught or implied in the New Testament was known 
for centuries by those who were familiar with the Old 
Testament. Some of the facts found in the Bible are 
more or less completely stated in non-Biblical cults. 
Not only is man’s possession of soul as well as of body a 
teaching of many “religions,” but belief in the persis- 
tence of that soul’s existence despite the death of the 
body is also an outstanding characteristic. 

The ancient Egyptians are said to have had a doctrine 
of immortality for their favored classes. The Greeks 
taught the continuance of the spirit, as did also the 
Romans. Druid worship in England, Roman practices 
in Italy and adjacent countries, and Valhalla for Norse 
heroes imply the spiritual survival. 

The basic conceptions of God were known to the Jews 
prior to the birth of our Lord. The ideas of omnipotence, 
justice, and punishment for disobedience to divine com- 
mands are clearly revealed by the prophets and indi- 
cated in the laws received through them. Even that 
pronouncement of our Lord which we call the Golden 
Rule was sufficiently akin to an ethical principle to 
have been stated negatively by the Chinese teacher, 
Confucius. 

Similarities are often cited between the rites and re- 
quirements of the Christian religion and others that can 
be observed, but none of these likenesses is in the 
sphere of what is truly new and basically different. 
What is an entirely new message of Jesus is the covenant 
of salvation. This He first proclaimed and gave it the 
authority and substance to supersede every other ‘“‘testa- 
ment” existent or to come. It is distinctively new. 

This covenant—and let us remember that the word 
employed by the New Testament writers is definitely 
that used for the final contract which is sealed by the 
death of the testator—this covenant renders null and 
void the one that God had made through Moses. It sets 
up a successor to the Sinaitic agreement through His 
only begotten Son. In both the Old and the New Testa- 
ments the substance of the contract is “a land of prom- 
ise,” but in the Mosaic covenant—“If ye will keep my 
commandments to do them’”—is the conditioning prin- 
ciple, and in the second testament God has decreed, 
“Whosoever believeth on him (the Son) shall not per- 
ish, but have everlasting life.’ This with correlative 
teachings in the Gospels and in the Epistles authorizes 
our Church’s principle—justification by faith alone. 

Covenants, like buildings and highways, become 
obscured by time and use. The New Testament, for 
which our Lord supplied the substance, is no exception; 
even believers become indifferent to its content and 
terms and then are easy victims to false and to selfish 
teachings. We are not as alert as we should be when 
temptation confronts us in the form of present disap- 
pointments and even severe sufferings. It irks our 
human nature that we are now in the regime of the 
flesh and not in that of the spirit. We want our bodily 
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blessings now. Eternal life, the doorway to which is 
death, we do not sufficiently value. 

But wisdom commands us to stick to the covenant by 
which we are heirs of God, joint heirs of Christ. In a 
sense, we must die to win the prize, but what we know 
as death is in fact a final achievement of the soul which, 
confident in the Saviour’s promises, longs to be with 
Him. Tenderly there come to us the words He spoke 
in the Upper Room on the eve of His betrayal and death 
—‘I go to prepare a place for you; that where I am, 
there ye may be also.” 

Sometimes what is old is dangerous because it offers 
competition with what should and will displace it. An 
outstanding illustration of the disasters that follow re- 
jection of the new is the experience of the Jews who 
failed to recognize the displacement of the covenant in 
which they were partners until the Messiah should 
come. But the Church from time to time becomes in- 
volved in old partnerships that require it to neglect that 
first choice, namely, the Kingdom of God. 

But the most frequent neglect of what should have 
precedence in our lives is a kind of rebellion against 
God. In our eagerness to have power and ease in this 
life, we lose sight of what is the substance of the new 
covenant. Not eternal life, but property, honors, escape 
from dangers. and sickness have first place in our think- 
ing. We become almost or quite unfaithful to Him 
Whose vicarious victory over sin and death resulted in 
our adoption as the sons of God. 


Good Friday 


By Jean Elaine Ett 


“Jesus, the King of the Jews,” they said, 
They wrote the words above His head, 
They nailed His feet, His hands; His side 
They pierced. Our Saviour died. 


O Jesus, Thou Who suffered so, 

Help us, remembering, this to know— 
That with Peter, Judas, Pilate—we 
Denied, betrayed, and sentenced Thee. 


Help us, repentant, Lord, to pray 

When we kneel before Thy throne today— 
“Accept the lives we humbly give, 

For Thou didst die that we might live.” 


Darkness and Dawn 
By John D. M. Brown 


WHEN Christ was crucified for sinful men 
With malefactors nailed on either hand, 

A darkness fell upon that Eastern land 

And night descended with a deep amen. 
Within the silent, holy temple then 

The veil was rent in twain, the very earth 
That hailed with joy her God’s incarnate birth 
Was shaken when He sank to death again. 
But dawn arose to glorify His grave, 

To bring new hope to man forevermore: 
The Risen Christ was there again to save, 
Himself the Way, the Life, the Open Door. 
Thus Easter morn with banners far unfurled 
Made radiant again a darkened world. 
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Not by Bread Alone 


Lutheran Students of Philadelphia Area 
Minister to War-isolated Fellow 
Believers 


By Joun Kuetster, University of Pennsylvania, ’41 


TRADING POST IN GREENLAND 


In THE northlands, untouched by the actual physical 
destruction of the war, there lives a group of people 
suffering from famine; not the famine of food privation, 
it is true, but rather the more insidious hunger of the 
mind. The great war has reached out and cut the bonds 
that once joined these men and women and children to 

their homeland and protector. 

The place we speak of is Greenland, once one of the 
proud colonies of Denmark, but now isolated and alone 
since the mother country has become one of a group of 
puppet states. The new order has not bothered with 
this great cold land. It is much too far away and much 
too barren to be of any value to the war aims of the 
conqueror. So Greenland is left, without the advantage 
of all the cultural ties with Denmark that once meant 
so much to her; even such simple joys as magazines and 
letters from Denmark are forbidden her people. 


~’ Church Head Senses Brotherhood 


There is one Reverend Aage Bugge who is Provost of 
the Lutheran Church of Gréenland, who decided that 
church brotherhood meant more than the boundaries of 
countries, that Lutherans as Christians could depend on 
the aid of other Lutherans. A few letters to the United 
States—well, last Christmas Eve, when the Rev. Aage 
Bugge returned to his home in Goedthaab after a bitter 
cold sleigh trip across Greenland from one of his visits 
to the backlands, he found waiting there a package of 
Christmas cards, enough so that he could give one to each 
of his young people. What could be more gladdening 
than to know that although the war had cut them adrift 
from the fatherland there was somewhere someone who 
cared enough to remember them at Christmastime? This 
was the first of a series of heartwarming bundles sent to 
these lonely people by the Lutheran students of the 
Philadelphia area. The Provost’s thought was made 
into realities. 

One bundle contained fifty or sixty issues of Life 
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magazine and three years of the National Geographic 
which were immediately incorporated into the school 
program. A later bundle of a hundred copies of Life 
was sent recently an@ the Rev. Aage Bugge assures us 
“that they will be looked at until they are literally 
looked to pieces.” While the English captions do not 
mean anything, the pictures are treasurehouses of 
wondrous new things. 


Word Pictures of American Activities 


One of the Temple group, Edwina Croll, wrote a letter 
describing a Luther League meeting, and Ruth Lenker 
of Pennsylvania gave them a word picture of an Amer- 
ican Thanksgiving; simple things we take for granted 
but which reveal an entirely new experience to these 
isolated people. 

And now for the next celebration of the church year 
—Kaster. From a modest collection taken in the student 
meetings we are sending 300 colored prints, all gay rep- 
resentations of Biblical lore. Caught by the spirit of the 
thing, Wanamaker’s Department Store has contributed 
200 photograph postcards of the famous Munkacsy paint- 
ings, “Christ Before Pilate,’ and “The Crucifixion.” 
These, together with magazines and letters, will express 
the happy Easter message of brotherhood to these inno- 
cent victims of the great war. 

Where else does so small an investment yield such 
bountiful dividends in appreciation, gratitude, and 
brotherhood? 


“Stay in School’ 


Advises U. S. Commissioner of Education 


“Stray in school,” is the answer of Dr. John Ward 
Studebaker, United States Commissioner of Education, 
to high school and college students who are asking how 
they can be of greatest assistance to their country. 

In a letter to Dr. Levering Tyson, president of Muh- 
lenberg College, Allentown, Pa., Dr. Studebaker says 
there can be but one answer to the question: 

“Stay in school! Continue the normal course of your 
education. Await the call to specialized service in what- 
ever capacity the government may direct. Become bet- 
ter trained to render service when the call comes. Cer- 
tainly the problems to be solved in the days ahead will 
call for every bit of trained intelligence and sacrificial 
service which this nation can muster. It would be short- 
sighted indeed, if in the emotional exaltation of the 
moment you should interrupt your preparation for serv- 
ice. Devote yourselves therefore, with even greater 
vigor, to your present tasks.” 

Dr. Studebaker’s letter to the president of Muhlen- 
berg College, parallels a letter written by President 
Roosevelt last August to Federal Security Administrator 
Paul V. McNutt. The President at that time said it 
would be “unfortunate” if young people who had 
planned to enter college interrupt their education be- 
cause they feel it “is more patriotic to work in a ship- 
yard, or to enlist in the army or navy.” He said that 
“young people should be advised that it is their patriotic 
duty to continue the normal course of their education, 
unless and until they are called, so that they will be 
well prepared for greatest usefulness.” 
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Among Ourselves 


Something New 


THERE is something new under the sun after all: a 
course in salesmanship for policemen. 

The customer is always right. Perhaps you did sail 
through that red light. If another car had been ap- 
proaching, you might have killed someone. Still the 
officer will be very tactful in telling you about the 
matter. 

Instead of roaring, “Wada ya think yer doon?” in a 
tone that makes even: the most self-confident a bit 
nervous, he will establish sympathetic contact with the 
offender. He will acknowledge that you were probably 
thinking of more important matters than traffic regula- 
tions. An important citizen like you must have many 
things on her mind. And if a car had been coming in 
the other direction you would have stopped auto- 
matically, since you are doubtless a very fine driver. It 
is unfortunate that all people of the town are not as 
considerate of others as you are. For that reason, there 
must be rules and regulations. You can understand how 
that would be. So even if you are in a hurry, won’t you 
be good enough to stop at the courthouse and present 
this little ticket to the magistrate that you will find 
there? 

Your higher nature has been appealed to. You pre- 
sent the ticket to the magistrate, who thanks you for 
your contribution of seven-fifty to the fund for main- 
taining the health and safety of the town. You drive off 
vowing to uphold the hand of the law in whatever way 
you can. They have gained both a fine and a friend. 

There may be communities like this already. But 
Lower Merion Township in Pennsylvania claims the 
honor of being the first community in the United States 
to offer its police force a course in salesmanship. Ap- 
pearance and Approach will be the first two topics dis- 
cussed. The superintendent of police, Major Samuel W. 
Gearhart, is quoted as saying that “everyone has some- 
thing to sell. A policeman’s job is to sell his personality 
and his town.” 

Some time ago I said, among ourselves, that it was 
permissible for a policeman to guffaw at a motorist. It 
seems I was mistaken. A salesman who cannot control 
his temptation to laugh at the customers will find him- 
self out of a job. It begins to look as though there were 
no place for rudeness anywhere in the Western Hem- 
isphere. When the army starts locking up non-com- 
missioned officers for bawling out buck privates, we 
know the world is surely in a transition period. 

It is always hard to say whether the church starts 
these things or whether it feels the influence of the times. 
The old-time pastor who ruled his flock with a rod of 
iron has been replaced by the sympathetic counselor 
and friend. The church worker who was filled with 
horrified anger by the conduct of youth and frequently 
drove the younger element from the church, has been 
replaced by the Christian who sees our religion as some- 
thing broad enough to pass the bounds not only of race 
and nationality but even of age and custom. 

Courtesy and consideration are the basis of good 
salesmanship as well as evidence of Christian character. 


THE LUTHERAN 


__ By Margaret A. J. Irvin 


Whether we find them in the church or the police force, 
they do make life pleasanter. 


Easter Blossoms 


It 1s not only the shrubs and flowers that start to 
bloom at Eastertide. The attendance in the Nursery and 
Beginners’ Department blooms too, as one tot after an- 
other makes his first appearance at Sunday school. 

They not only come with the flowers, they even look 
like flowers, these open-faced cherubs. They may be fat 
and rosy as a pink tulip, or delicate gold and white as a 
narcissus. Each is freshly fragrant as a blossom. 

They are so cute that a teacher is sometimes tempted 
to forget that they are little people. They are not dolls 
to be fondled and petted. They say naive and amusing 
things, but they are not toys*to be laughed at and 
exclaimed over. 

These are the stuff of which the Kingdom of God is 
made. It is the privilege of the Sunday school teacher 
to help them know God, their Father, through learning 
to know and love Jesus. Sometimes the thought of the 
trust that has been given us makes us catch our breath. 

There have been many poetic and true things written 
about the sacredness of a little child’s soul. So newly 
come from God, it is as nearly spotless as is humanly 
possible. Humanly possible, we say, because anyone who 
has worked with little children knows they are human 
beings, not angels. There is in them the same mingling 
of spiritual and earthy that we find in older children 
and adults. They are capable of deep affection and trust. 
They are also strongly materialistic. 

When these little folks make their first visit to the 
church school, their appearance is a sort of debut. One 
child takes it in his stride; another is overcome by shy- 
ness and resorts to tears; another “shows off”; still an- 
other is outwardly calm but inwardly wild with excite- 
ment. 

The children’s reaction will be caused partly by nat- 
ural temperament, partly by home training. Parents who 
have been conscientiously following the suggestions sent 
them by the Cradle Roll Department have helped to 
start their child to Sunday school with a happy, friendly 
attitude. On the other hand, the teacher may have to 
overcome ideas about the church school that have orig- 
inated in thoughtless remarks or silly joking on the 
part of parents. 

Of course, the way a child is received on his first day 
makes a great difference. Quiet friendliness—not gush- 
ing cordiality—will make a small person feel at home. 
He is used to genuine love at home. He expects to find 
it at the church. A loving heart is the first qualification 
for a worker with little children. 

Almost as important is the simplicity of the leader’s 
faith. The person who “feels silly” when she states her 
belief in childlike terms or laughs when the child ex- 
presses his, is not suited to this sort of work. Only a 
person with a deep faith in the essentials of Christianity 
can look into the eyes of a child and make faith bloom 
there. 
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Musings of a 
Minister's Wife 
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Holy Days and Holidays 


Mrs. Lathrop Keeps Peace in the Bordenville Parsonage 


“Hooray!” yelled Mark. “No more school! No more 
school!” His books flew through the kitchen door ahead 
of him. “Hooray!” 

I jumped up from the chair in the bow-window of the 
livingroom. Then my better judgment won and I sat 
down. When he burst into the room, I had picked up 
my knitting once more. 

“Tt’s vacation. No more school!” he yelled again. 

“So it is,” I smiled. “Six whole days with no school. 
It will be a nice change, won’t it?” 

“Change is right!” he exploded. “Am I going to have 
fun? Yowsah, yowsah!”’ 

“That is fine,” I said, sternly controlling my natural 
impulses. “I want to hear about your plans, but try to 
tell me a little more quietly. This is your holiday, but 
it is a very busy time for your father. We will have to 
think of him while we are having our fun.” 

“Oh, yeah, sure,” he agreed. “I never thought he’d 
be home studying in the afternoon. He’s always out 
making calls when I come home from school. I'll be 
quiet. Why, you won’t even know I am in the house. 
Just like a mouse I'll be.” 

“Mercy! Who stuck a nickel in you?” I asked. 
tell me all about these wonderful plans.” 

“Well, Tommy and I are going to build a bunk in the 
back yard. The man at the grocery is going to give us a 
lot of crates. We’re going to knock them apart and use 
the boards, and we’re going to get up a club to meet 
there, and we’re going to have rules and everything. 
‘Going to be the best bunk you ever saw.” 

My heart sank. A perfectly harmless project; in fact, 
a very good one in many ways, but out of the question 
until after Easter. I would have to choose my words 
with care since I am determined that both the children 
shall not feel resentful toward the church when the fact 
that their father is a minister means changing their 
plans. 

“T suppose you would have to nail it together wouldn’t 
you?” I asked. . 

“Sure, how else would we put it together?” 

“The hammering would be pretty noisy, too, I guess.” 

“Unless we use rubber nails,” he laughed, delighted 
by his own wit. 

“And I suppose you would need quite a few boys to 
help, wouldn’t you?” 

“Oh, just Tommy and me and Skinny and Hi. What 
did you want to know that for?” 

“I’m just wondering how your poor father is going to 
get any sermons written, with a lot of boys in the back 
yard hammering and talking.” 

“Oh,” his face fell. Then he brightened. “We’d work 
when he is making calls.” 

“We might ask him how much time he expects to 
spend in his study this week end. How would that be?” 

“Fine. But Ill tell Tommy we’d better play at his 
house this afternoon. Got an apple I can take along?” 
He was satisfied for the time being. Perhaps he and 
Tommy will decide to build the bunk at Hartman’s. That 
would suit me much better and I don’t think Mrs. Hart- 
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man would mind. I hate to impose on the neighbors, 
but there are times when it seems the only thing to do. 

As Mark departed by the back door, Joan and Betty 
Cooper came in the front. 

“Guess what,” said Joan. 
Des Moines over Easter.” 

“Yes,” said Betty, “his mother says they are going to 
see all the movies they want and eat meals she hasn’t 
cooked. Bobby’s father doesn’t want to go, but his 
mother says he never wants to go anywhere and this 
time they are going to do what she wants for a change.” 

“T hope they will have a nice time,” I said in as non- 
committal a tone as I could muster, “but I think we are 
going to have a very happy time of it right here in Bor- 
denville, don’t you? It really doesn’t matter where we 
are on Easter Day, if we remember why we are happy.” 

“That’s what I say,” said Betty. “I can wear my new 
coat and dress, and mother is going to get me a new 
straw hat to wear right here in our own church.” 

“That will be fine,” I approved, thinking quickly. “We 
all want to look pretty and happy on Easter Day because 
we are happy that Christ is risen. Isn’t that so?” 

“And the Easter Bunny comes,” Betty added. 

“Oh, Betty, the Easter Bunny comes because we are 
happy,” explained Joan. “Miss Bright told us all about 
teas 

“Well, anyhow I am going to get a solid chocolate 
rabbit that weighs a whole pound. Mother saw it at the 
drug store.” 

I gave up. I cannot train that silly materialistic streak 
out of Betty. I can only hope Joan won’t be too badly 
infected. 

“Betty,” I said. “I am sorry I didn’t know you were 
coming this afternoon. I have made plans to take Joan 
calling with me. So if you will excuse us, I think we 
will have to ask you to run home now. You can come 
over some other afternoon.” I smiled our little visitor 
out the door, and I shall take pains to see that Joan’s 
time is well filled during the vacation period. 

When my daughter had washed her face and hands 
and donned a fresh blouse, we started out to see Mary 
Jeffers. I knew I could count on Mary to offset the 
sort of education Joan was getting from some of her 
classmates. I may be a fussy old hen, but I do feel 
these early impressions are important. 


“Bobby Riest is going to 


Naughty 


Nora’s 


Nonsense 


To look at other people’s 
flaws 

Quite wfterr makes me smile. 

I like to watch their sins 
because 

It hides mine for a while. 
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‘Neve SS fences 


Watch and pray, that ye enter not into temptation: 
the spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak. 
Matthew 26: 41 


“In the hour of trial, Jesus, plead for me; 
Lest by base denial, I depart from Thee.” 
—James Montgomery. 


* * * 


Or thinkest thou that I cannot beseech my Father, 
and he shall even now send me more than twelve 
legions of angels? Matthew 26: 53 


“The angel armies of the sky 
Look down with sad and wondering eyes 
To see th’ approaching Sacrifice.’—Henry H. Milman. 


And there followed him a great multitude of the 
people, and of women who bewailed and lamented 


him. Luke 23: 27 
“The vale of tears leads to the mount of triumph.” 


* * * 


And when they came unto the place which is called 
‘The Skull, there they crucified him. Luke 23: 33 


“No thought can fathom and no tongue express 

Thy griefs, Thy toils, Thy anguish measureless, 

Thy death, O Lamb of God the undefiled— 

And all for me, Thy wayward sinful child.” 
—Francis Xavier. 


* * * 


And Jesus said, Father, forgive them; for they know 
not what they do. Luke 23: 34 


“QO Jesus, crucified for man, 
© Lamb, all glorious on Thy throne, 
Teach Thou our wondering souls to scan 
The mystery of Thy love unknown.”—W. W. How. 


* * * 


Now from the sixth hour there was darkness over all 
the land—and about the ninth hour Jesus cried with a 
loud voice—My God, My God, why hast thou forsaken 
me? ...And behold, the veil of the temple was rent 
in twain from the top to the bottom; and the earth did 
quake; and the rocks were rent; and the tombs were 
opened. Matthew 27: 45, 46, 51, 52 


“Black it stood as night, 
Fierce as ten furies, terrible as hell, 
And shook a dreadful dart.”—WMilton’s Paradise Lost. 


* * * 


And when the centurion, which stood over against 
him, saw that he so gave up the ghost, he said, Truly 
this man was the Son of God. Mark 15: 39 


“Bow Thy meek head to mortal pain; 
Then take, O God, Thy power and reign.”—Henry H. Milman. 


THE LUTHERAN 


vd Biers. 


The devil with his demons met Jesus in the little park 
east of Jerusalem. Having stupefied with sleep eleven 
disciples, Satan sent the twelfth, Judas, to his fellow 
gangsters, to bring them also to the gruesome garden. 
Forsaken, denied, betrayed, “the Son of man” must fight 
alone, save with His Father. In communion of prayer 
came peace and power to overcome the tempter. 


The furies are let loose in the world to blast, blight, 


and betray; but the angels are waiting, and theirs is the 
final inning. “The angel armies of the sky” looked down 
sadly upon Calvary and yet withheld their might. Evil 
is permitted until the price is paid in sacrificial blood. 
Divine restraint precedes almighty deliverance. 


The road to Calvary is The Via Dolorosa, “The Way 
of Tears.” It is said that when Jesus stumbled from the 
weight of the cross and loss of blood, one weeping 
woman rushed through the guards and with her veil 
wiped the blood from the thorn-pierced brow. Accord- 
ing to the legend, the sacred imprint was left in blood 
upon the veil—the likeness of our Lord. Despite the 
cries of “Crucify!” there swells the chorus of sympa- 
thetic souls who cheer the heart of Jesus. 


Tradition says Adam was buried at Calvary and his 
skull lay at the foot of the cross. Another tradition says 
Abraham was here about to sacrifice his son Isaac when 
hindered by an angel, a ram substituted—as was later 
the Lamb of God. Resembling a skull in its contour, the 
hill Calvary was a place of death, to whose sacrificial 
altar have come millions of worshipers. 


To hate our enemies and curse our persecutors is the 
natural thing; to forgive and pray for them is super- 
natural, divine. The first word from the cross, after the 
nails were driven and the cross let down with a cruel 
thud—was not a curse but a prayer—“Father, for 
them; for they know not what they do.” 


Milton’s imagination pictured the devil in his evil 
machinations when he “shook a dreadful dart” and went 
forth “fierce as ten furies” to become “the prince of the 
darkness of this world.” It was no imaginary scene 
when the darts of the devil were hurled amidst the 
blackness of Good Friday and the Son of God was cru- 
cified. A veil of darkness hid His sufferings; but there 
was a blackness deeper and an upheaval infinite when 
the body of the Son of God was torn and His Spirit rent 
in anguish as He cried, “My God, my God, why hast 
thou forsaken me?” For us, was God’s heart pierced. 


The problem of pain has its solution in its sequel, 
Salvation. God’s method is, submission and sacrificial 
service, then triumph. The measure of our suffering 
and sacrifice is incidental; how we stand up under trial 
and show the Christlike spirit under provocation is 
essential, in the building of our character and the 
shaping of our destiny. 
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Triple-checked 


A NOTED radio announcer was asked why he was in 
charge of nationwide hookups when others were lim- 
ited to local broadcasts. “Because I triple-check,” he an- 
swered, “while most announcers only double-check their 
items.” His broadcasts were trebly reliable. 

Before the Gospel of Jesus Christ was ready for final 
universal broadcast it was triple-checked. That message 
was to startle the nations: Deity on a cross; Salvation 
through vicarious sacrifice. It was a task too stupen- 
dous, a Gospel too vital, to be broadcast without the 
checking at Gethsemane, Gabbatha, and Golgotha. 


In Gethsemane 


In Gethsemane was the checking up of character 
through introspection and prayer. Looking inward, 
there was realized the force of natural infirmities and 
weaknesses as Jesus faced the trials and sufferings 
ahead. With spiritual vision He, beyond all other mor- 
tals, beheld the hosts of Satan arrayed against Him in 
hellish combat. They would weaken His Spirit and 
tempt from the Cross-Way and from the bitter cup be- 
fore Him. In agony of soul was He “greatly amazed,” 
“sore troubled,” “sorrowful even unto death,” and “his 
sweat became as it were great drops of blood.” Looking 
upward, with spiritual penetration, He beheld, in con- 
trast, legions of loving angels and hosts of cross-bearers 
in all ages whom He could not deny in His approaching 
suffering; and, beyond all others, He beheld His Father, 
God. To Him He prayed, “If thou be willing, remove 
this cup from me.” But no: for this very purpose did 
He come; and so, in humble submission and firm deter- 
mination, He continued: “Nevertheless not my will, but 
thine, be done.” 

Character is built amidst soul conflicts and tempta- 
tion’s fires. During Holy Week ask God to help with the 
inner check-up. “Search me, O God, and know my 
heart: Try me, and know my thoughts; And lead me in 
the way everlasting” (Psalm 129: 23, 24). 


At Gabbatha 


THROUGH the gates of Gethsemane, faith, triumphant 
over self and Satan, goes forth to face the testings of its 


_ Gabbathas, the “judgment-seats” of men. Betrayed, de- 


nied, forsaken, the “Man of sorrows” with grace endued 
for the tests succeeding, is led to trial before the judg- 
ment bars of both church and state. The religious lead- 
ers charged blasphemy against the Temple, and arch- 
blasphemy against God, Whose Son He claimed to be. 
Admitting the truth in each accusation—though differ- 
ently interpreted—and prophesying His coming again 
as Judge, Jesus invites His own condemnation. Lhe 
least penalty was death, for such double blasphemy. 
Since the death sentence could be executed only by 
the civil authorities, before these successively was the 
condemned One brought. The charges shifted to suit 
the whims and prejudices of the fawning King, Herod, 
and the Roman Governor, Pilate. As a stirrer up of 
sedition, a dangerous trouble-maker, was He pictured; 
but the rulers saw through the subterfuge, and were 
unmoved. Another charge was different-—treason. This 
too was recognized as a camouflage, to hide the real 
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issue of religious bigotry and hate, but such a charge 
could not be ignored by Rome’s representative. “I am 
a King,” said Jesus but “my kingdom is not of this 
world.” Try as He would to save the innocent, Pilate 
was overborne by the threatening cry, “If thou release 
this man thou art not Caesar’s friend,” and the savage 
mob-cry, “Crucify Him! Crucify Him!” He washed his 
hands and said, “I am innocent of the blood of this right- 
eous man,” and he placed a placard over the cross, “The 
King of the Jews,” to salve his guilty conscience; but 
the devilish deed was done, and the innocent One was 
delivered to be crucified. 

Even so, are we double-checked before the bar of 
man’s judgment, by rulers religious and civil, and by 
the populace. We may by God’s grace be saved from 
Gethsemane’s perils and the devil’s wiles as he would 
tempt us from the path of duty and sacrifice; but every 
man must face the judgment of his fellowmen. 


On Golgotha 


Tue last triple-check is when life faces death. All that 
a man has will he give in exchange for his life. The 
final test is when one faces the supreme sacrifice, be it 
on battlefields of peace or war. On Golgotha—Calvary 
—when blood streamed from the piercing of the thorns 
and nails, was the Son of man lifted to view as the 
supreme Example of how to endure and triumph. Sil- 
houetted against the background of His life’s experience 
and against the skies of the universe, of which He was 
the Center, He bore His Cross and His Cross bore Him 
in such a royal way that even the centurion testified, 
“Truly this man was the Son of God!” The steel-hearted 
soldiers, nail-driving brutes, tunic-gambling ingrates, 
lip-curling scoffers, and railing blasphemers, in their 
beastialness, scorn, and hate, united around that cross 
in bloodthirsty accord, to try to the utmost the suffering 
One. “Father, forgive them!” is the Sufferer’s cry in 
answer to the crucifixion curses. The triple-check of 
hell and earth and heaven is stamped upon that cross 
of Calvary, rooted hellward, reaching outward, and 
towering heavenward, the triple emblem of sin, suffer- 
ing, end salvation. 

Character and spiritual stamina may be developed 
amidst the temptations, spiritual conflicts, heart-search- 
ings, and communions of our Gethsemanes; Truth may 
be sifted out and its kernel found amidst the chaff of 
error and criticism on the threshing-floors of human 
judgment and our trying Gabbathas; but Life eternal 
can be gained only as faith faces death at Golgotha and 
triumphs with Him Who overcame to the uttermost. 


Beyond 


Hoty WEEK is incomplete without the look beyond. 
Golgotha is the gateway to glory. The blockade in life’s 
path is lifted as the stone is rolled from the sepulchre 
in “God’s acre” and the angels shout the tidings, “He is 
risen! He is not here!” The shadows from the cross 
vanish in the sunshine of Paradise. The sin, suffering, 
and sacrifice of Good Friday give way to the Light and 
Life and Love that triumph on the resurrection morn. 


The suggestions in the four columns of these two 
facing pages are presented for study and meditation by 
J. William McCauley, D.D., Salem, Virginia. 
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eACROSS THE “DESK 


Paces one and three of this issue are related by way 
of contrast: the first reflects the significance of Holy 
Week and of the Crucifixion of our Lord. At a staff 
conference in which departmental editors participated, 
the motifs of Good Friday and of Easter were examined 
against the background of this present year’s condi- 
tions, and the conclusion was reached that the black- 
ness of infidelity and rebellion against God should be 
graphically presented for the church’s meditation so that 
following the grasp of its significance by the church’s 
members the call to repentance should be heard by 
every believer. 


In the memory of living men there has been no Good 
Friday on which the evidences of man’s inhumanity to 
man and his disobedience to God were more in evi- 
dence. The cross on Calvary is in witness of a deep 
guilt and a summons to sincere repentance. 

But human failure and sinfulness are not victorious 
against the love and self-sacrifice of the Lord of glory. 
To remain at the grave and to surrender to the forces 
of the world, the flesh, and the devil are not in accord 
with the facts. “Now is Christ risen from the dead and 
become the firstfruits of them that slept.” “As in Adam 
all die, so in Christ shall all be made alive.” The cele- 
bration of the Resurrection signifies the dawn of a new 
day, the release from an old grave, the joy that follows 
rescue from eternal death. It is the essence of eternal 
freedom which has come within the bond-slaves’ reach. 
The privilege of announcing salvation is only equaled 
by the happiness of being among the saved. Surely the 
light from the Father’s throne streams down upon altar, 
lectern, and pulpit on Easter Day. 


APRIL’S ODD CELEBRATION 

Tue first day of April’s peculiar title excited our 
curiosity and led us to seek an explanation, first in the 
Encyclopedia Brittanica. This thesaurus of information 
confessed to uncertainty as to the origin of emphasizing 
this date above others as fools’ day. It did recognize the 
prevalence of its celebration in England in the eighteenth 
century and later. 

The most satisfying explanation we found in a one- 
volume Lincoln Library of Information, in which occurs 
a paragraph beginning “April Fools’ Day or All Fools’ 
Day, the first day of April when for centuries through- 
out Christendom it has been customary to play irre- 
sponsible tricks on one’s neighbors.” After confessing 
that many and varied explanations have been made, the 
contributor to the volume states, “The most convincing 
surmise is that the custom owes its origin to the French 
who adopted the Gregorian (our present) Calendar in 
1564. Prior to this date the French were wont to pay 
formal visits to their friends on April 1. On the change 
of the calendar these visits took place on January 1, but 
mock visits continued to be paid on April 1, especially 
on those who might forget the new order of things.” 

We wonder whether the title also covers folk who 
seem not to know the proper place in their spiritual 
lives of “the first day of the week, commonly called 
Sunday.” If unwise is the synonym of foolish, certainly 
a large number of Christians have lost sight of the sig- 
nificance given nineteen centuries ago, when the apostles 
and their converts distinguished the beginning of each 


week as the Lord’s Day, and misuse its hours with mis- 
chievous effects upon themselves. 

Among the days of the year which Oriental nations 
mark with celebrations, we found listed “Feast of Chrys- 
anthemum,” a celebration observed by the Japanese. 
“Gay crowds wearing kimonos and dalmatics (a cassock- 
like robe) pass through the streets on their way to visit 
flower shows. .. . It is the custom on this day to sprinkle 
chrysanthemum leaves over the tables spread for tea— 
to which quaint practice is attributed the virtue of con- 
ferring longevity.” 

The Festival of Dolls, which usually takes place to- 
ward the latter end of April, is “a gala day celebrated 
in Japan for the delectation of little girls and their 
dolls.” It is a domestic occasion in which children and 
their mothers entertain guests. Description permits of 
the conclusion that the privileges of motherhood are 
stressed. 

Festival of the Unforgotten-Dead is celebrated twice 
a year by the Chinese by rites that indicate their cult of 
ancestor worship. “On these occasions the people pay 
solemn visits to the tombs of their ancestors, and, after 
adorning these houses of the dead with flowers, they 
place thereon food, paper money, and paper figures rep- 
resenting servants.” The ritual continues with devo- 
tions at the altar erected at each tomb, and “when the 
prayers are ended, wine is poured over the altars and 
fireworks and crackers are lighted to exorcise the evil 
spirits. Finally,” our book reads, “the pious celebrants 
seat themselves and partake of the material portion of 
the viands provided, the spiritual elements of which 
have already been consumed by the dead.” 

None of these occasions can be interpreted as supply- 
ing a precedent for festivals celebrated by Christians, 
such as the Nativity, the Crucifixion, and the Resurrec- 
tion of our Lord. They do illustrate and indicate the 
origin of that to which Paul referred in his address to 
the Athenians on Mars’ Hill and in his letter to the 
Romans when he testified to the power of the Gospel 
but recognized the corrupted rites and morals among 
pagans as having been derived from God’s revelation 
of Himself in “the things that are made.” 


POSSIBLE AND IMPOSSIBLE OBJECTIVES 


In the United States the civil power has declared itself 
determined to defend the form of government which is 
titled Democracy and to oppose the establishment of a 
“world order” defined as totalitarianism. While two or 
more years ago there was less clarity in the aims of the 
nations now engaged in war, the issues have now 
emerged into the open. In the United States and Canada 
decisions have been rendered by those competent to 
reach them. The people have voted for both representa- 
tives and principles. In the elections in the United 
States and in the Dominion, those who used their bal- 
lots had in mind, among other things, the continued 
enjoyment of the broad and cherished privileges of wor- 
ship which are our inheritance of freedom from past 
generations. 

President Roosevelt, in declarations made months 
prior to his January 1941 messages to the Congress, an- 
nounced what he titled four freedoms, as follows: Free- 
dom of worship, freedom of communications, freedom 
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from fear, and free access to raw materials. These have 
been for several decades the objectives which the gov- 
ernment of America recognized and more or less con- 
sciously undertook to preserve. They are indeed the 
essence of the form of government which is understood 
to be of the people, for the people, and by the people. 
So far as the propagation of the Christian religion is 
concerned and to the extent which the Christian Church 
is involved, both the state and the church have pro- 
tected the people in this freedom. Under it, be it also 
noted, the enjoyment of civil as well as of spiritual 
rights has flourished. 

It is known by experience that faith in Christ can be 
propagated where government is indifferent to the Gos- 
pel or opposed to its proclamation. But Christians would 
be stupid in their estimate of citizenship if they were 
indifferent to the possession of freedom of worship. As 
citizens they can be expected to support their govern- 
ment’s defense of this first of four freedoms. The church 
as the community of believers dare not usurp the civil 
power, but it may urge the continuance of rights in 
America in contrast to the denial of corporate worship 
in Russia or to the subjugation of the rights of worship 
to the requirements of totalitarian government. And 
certainly history proves that neglect of religion has 
always ended in disaster. 

But beyond the needful defense of these frankly de- 
clared objectives, the United States government has sol- 
emnly promised not to go. For defense only the au- 
thority has been granted to proceed to military pre- 
paredness. The people’s vision of the situation must not 
be confused by utopian schemes originating in unauthor- 
ized and irresponsible persons. 

For example, the plan published and defended under 
the title Union Now is out of order. Especially is its 
most recent proposal of some permanent union between 
‘the British Commonwealth and the United States ir- 
relevant to the relationships with anti-Axis powers 
which the American people have justified. The Amer- 
ican democracy is not convertible into the form of gov- 
ernment administered by the British Parliament and 
the King of England. To imply some more tangible con- 
nection between the two nations than their co-operation 
in the defense of what each needs for its future is to 
deceive and ultimately to create jealousies and harmful 
competition between us. 

The President and the Congress are administering 
national affairs under instructions from the people and 
according to definitely announced objectives of defense. 
Let them keep their promises, and let the people be 
vigilant to warn them against ways of life impossible of 
realization but productive of bitterness and ultimately 
of another war. 


FUTILE COMPROMISES 


Maysz it was not thrift, but a premonition of pain, that 
prompted Sandy MacPherson in questions about dental 
work. “How much for pulling the tooth, Doctor?” The 
dentist answered, “$2.” “Couldn’t you just loosen it for 
$1?” said the patient. 

Our guess is that Sandy’s suggestion “just to loosen” 
his aching molar saved neither his money nor his tooth. 
Certainly doing half the job would not cure the trouble 
nor remove the source of discomfort. Nor was there a 
third alternative, to do nothing. 


In some situations partial relief is wasted effort, a 
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source of false security, a concealment of that which 
does not cease to be harmful by hiding. Not a few of 
the evils in our lives yield to extraction but not to 
loosening. We remember the illustration of a Methodist 
clergyman who confessed that he once chewed tobacco. 
Said he, “I made up my mind to quit, and I threw away 
my supply and never renewed it.” 

It is true that for certain troubles we administer 
sedatives or anesthetics. From opium and coca plants 
drugs have been derived that check the feeling of in- 
tense pain. They are often of indescribable value where 
disease or wounds have set the nerves of sensation into 
violent throbs of suffering. But in so far as we know 
their effects, they do not cure. In some instances they 
result in abnormal desires that grip their victims, in- 
ducing them to lie, steal, even commit vicious assaults 
in order to get morphine or cocaine or some kindred 
drug. 


SELF-DECEPTION 

A physical sensation may induce a moral disease. The 
misuse of a stimulant, the abuse of a medicine, the in- 
dulgence in a habit-forming drug produce devotees to 
alcohol, tobacco, morphia, and less powerful foods and 
beverages. The effects are often of startling proportions. 
Opium imported into China and cultivated by the Chi- 
nese is accused of reducing both the physical and moral 
stamina of that country’s men. There is a tradition cur- 
rent in Mexico that the Aztec people whom Cortes and 
the Spanish Conquestadores encountered in the first 
half of the sixteenth century were greatly lowered ‘in 
morale by the consumption of pulque, a powerful alco- 
holic beverage obtained from a cactus plant widely cul- 
tivated south of the Rio Grande. 

Efforts to regulate the use of these habit-forming sub- 
stances are about as successful as are forms of compro- 
mise with dental infections. A great deal of ridicule was 
heaped on the American “noble experiment”? when the 
manufacture and sale of intoxicating liquors were pro- 
hibited. Promises, the disregard for which should now 
nightly haunt the sleep of their distinguished makers, 
have been violated and forgotten. The evils due to in- 
toxication have increased beyond any degree of quan- 
tity and quality known before in the United States. The 
traffic certainly was just loosened, not extracted. And 
one sign of serious moral and mental degeneracy among 
the people has been their acceptance of the lie that pro- 
hibition was the arch evil of the post-World War decade. 
When a nation begins to deceive itself in order to dodge 
the truth, it is pretty far gone morally. 


A PRAYER FOR LENT 
By Mary R. Stader, Somers Point, N. J. 


THERE is a boon, dear Lord, I fain would ask; 
’Tis this: that to each day’s allotted task 
May I bring courage and the strength to bear 
My burdens and with those of others share. 
May I see ’round about me things to do 

To comfort someone and his faith renew 

In Thee, dear Lord, and in his fellowman; 
For service is a part of Thy great Plan. 

May there be sacrifice for me to make, 

And self-denial for Thy dear Name’s sake; 
May all my work be done ere falls the night; 
Grant that it may be pleasing in Thy sight. Amen! 
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The Urge to Tell 


The Holy Spirit Energizes, and Impels to Witnessing for Christ 
By D. Burt Smith 
Acts 2: 1-4; 4: 8-20. The Sunday School Lesson for April 20 


THERE would be a totally lost world 
without the Gospel of salvation. There 
would be no Gospel without Christ. It 
all would have ended if Christ had not 
commissioned a few selected, trained 
men to be His apostles. Those apostles 
would never have been able to cir- 
culate the story of Jesus, without the 
urge to tell, resulting necessarily when 
they received the Holy Spirit. 

Their assigned task was too stupen- 
dous for any men to undertake, even 
though “all the world” was a com- 
paratively small part of the earth as 
we know it. Those apostles were handi- 
capped by knowing so little of the 
world and its people. They had neither 
standing nor experience; they were 
without political support or influence; 
they had a deep-seated prejudice 
against them wherever there were 
Jews. Any neutral investigator would 
have decided that their future was 
hopeless. ‘What hope could they have 
of winning followers of Christ? 

But they received the Holy Spirit; 
He filled them, and gave them convic- 
tion and courage, persistence and 
power. Their first evidence of the 
power of the Spirit was in their strange 
and striking way of speaking. Peter 
was the chief spokesman. No one ever 
better illustrated what Christ and the 
Spirit can do with a person to bring 
uncontrolled and misguided zeal into 
sane and directed usefulness. 


Power to Speak 

The story of Pentecost reveals the 
power of the Spirit taking His rightful 
place in the hearts and lives of be- 
lievers. His first gift to them had to do 
with their speaking. It was so strange 
as to be termed speaking with other 
tongues. The mystery of it may not be 
fathomed by us, but the truth remains 
that believers were being prepared to 
proclaim Christ. The Gospel must be 
preached, sinners must be saved, the 
church must be planted. It was the pro- 
gram scheduled by Jesus for the 
apostles and their successors, that they 
should go and tell. What they needed 
was power to speak what they knew, 
and to do it positively, zealously, con- 
vincingly. 

They had received from Jesus, by 
what He said and what He did, a body 
of truth to be told. He had limited their 
message to Himself, His words and 
deeds. In short, He handed them ser- 
mons, prepared as to content; they 
were not to drag in anything, no mat- 


ter how pleasing or popular, that was 
not in harmony with Him and His 
teaching. But what they needed was 
power to speak so as to hold attention 
and win followers of Christ. Knowl- 
edge from Jesus, power to speak from 
the Holy Spirit—this was the equip- 
ment of the apostles after they had 
received the Holy Spirit at Pentecost. 


Preaching to Save 


Peter and John, receivers of the 
power of the Spirit, became men with 
a passion to turn events into oppor- 
tunities for proclaiming Christ. Their 
dominating desire was to let people 
know of the power of Jesus. Challenged 
sarcastically to explain their curing the 
cripple at the gate of the Temple they 
were dragged through the semblance 
of trial. They were forced to take the 
offensive. Peter cared little about their 
defense. What concerned him was his 
opportunity to preach the saving Gos- 
pel of Christ. This he did with a keen, 
clever, direct message that his accusers 
could not throw aside as having no 
worth. It was an “up and at them” 
declaration of the truth about their sins 
against Jesus and of His resurrection 
and triumph. Peter was leading up to 
a comprehensive claim for the saving 
power of Jesus’ name. All men must 
be saved, if saved at all, by faith in 
Jesus; the Jews’ rejection of Jesus did 
not destroy the power of His name to 
save all who believed on Him. Ener- 
gized and impelled by the power of the 
Spirit, Peter, though under legal neces- 
sity to make a defense plea, dismissed 
that with a word and yielded to the 
urge to tell the saving Gospel. The one 
aim of his preaching was to save, to 
save his foes, if they would be per- 
suaded to believe on the Christ. 


Preachers to Stand 

Peter and John stood forth as mar- 
velous men; their boldness was amaz- 
ing; their eloquent persuasiveness could 
not be accounted for, for they were 
“unlearned and ignorant.” Only one 
thing was sure—they apparently were 
so much like Jesus that what they had 
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said and their attitude could only be 
explained by saying that they had been 
with Jesus. The accusing sanhedrin 
was stopped; they had not a word more 


_to say, at least not before Peter and 


John. A secret meeting was held and 
a conclusion reached: The cure of the 
cripple was too much evidence to be 
discarded; the general belief of the peo- 
ple that these men were too full of 
other-than-human power to be sen- 
tenced as criminals; restraint from 
preaching “in the name of Jesus” was 
to be applied. (All this was the bluff 
of a defeated sanhedrin.) With clear- 
cut, defiant words of conviction, Peter 
belittled the sanhedrin and commanded 
them to say whether they put their au- 
thority above God’s. He made the 
sweeping statements that the preacher 


. of the Gospel must stand up for “the 


things which we have seen and heard.” 
Nothing could keep these Spirit-filled 
preachers from. standing for their con- 
victions, and yielding to the urge to 
tell, without fear or favor, the saving 
power of the name of Jesus. 


HOW TO TELL 


EDUCATIONALLY speaking nothing has 
worried teachers more than the simple 
question, How shall I tell my pupils 
what I want them to know? How shall 
I present truth to them so it will affect 
their daily and future living? So all 
sorts of methods have been proposed 
and given fair trial. Many have been 
the discards. It is easy to recall ways 
of telling that were held up as the last 
word in perfect teaching. But there is 
much mortality in methodology. 

We judge preachers as much by how 
they preach as by what they preach. 
Many a good sermon fails because it is 
not well told, and not a few quite thin 
sermons are received as “very fine,” or 
“enjoyed very much” because they 
were so skillfully told. We wonder 
which is more magnetic, a great mes- 
sage poorly told, or a poor message well 
told. We know the expectation is that 
strong sermons come from skilled 
preachers; but the skill of the preach- 
ing may conceal a lot of weakness in 
the sermon itself. 

It seems like a sound inference, based 
on what happened to the fishermen, 
Peter and John, that having a message 
about Jesus and having the power of 
the Spirit in telling it is about the best 
ideal for teachers or preachers to fol- 
low. To witness for Christ whether 
teaching or preaching, or living as 
Christians day by day, is inseparable 
from the energizing, impelling power of 
the Holy Spirit. It seems not so many 
of us have “waited for the promise of 
the Father,” using what means we have 
to be fit to “receive power, when the 
Holy Spirit is come upon us.” 
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The Young ‘People 


By Amos JOHN TRaver, D.D., Frederick, Md. 


Songs of the Lord’s 


Ascension 
Ephesians 1: 14-17 


How many of our hymns date from 
the early days of Christianity! Hymns 
are as timeless as the gospel they pro- 
claim. They are also from such varied 
sources! We would not think of per- 
mitting a Unitarian pastor to preach a 
sermon from our Lutheran pulpits, yet 
we sing hymns by men who did not be- 
lieve in the true deity of Christ. The 
practical test is placed upon our hymns. 
Do they inspire? Do they instruct? Do 
they carry the love and adoration of 
the worshiper to the throne of God? 
If they do, we are not concerned with 
their source. 

The Ascension has not been empha- 
sized in our churches as it ought to be. 
Ascension Day services are not gen- 
erally well attended. Yet this historic 
event is a crowning climax to the Easter 
story. 


“A HYMN OF GLORY LET 
US SING” 


_ The Venerable Bede was an English 
monk, A. D. 673-735. Though he spent 
most of his life in the monastery, he 
exerted great influence on the life of 
his times and also laid the foundation 
for modern English learning. He was 
most devout, setting a good example 
for the generally lax standards of mo- 
nastic life. He died on Ascension. Day 
and is said to have repeated on his 
deathbed the words of this hymn of 


his own writing. It was translated into 


modern English verse by Elizabeth 
Rundle Charles in 1858. 

The hymn, like most of our older 
hymns, had many more stanzas than 
are to be found in our present-day 
hymnals. The three stanzas to be found 


_ in our Common Service Book (No. 122) 


are numbers 1, 5, and 6 in the version 
included by Dr. William Lee Hunton in 
Favorite Hymns. 


The tune Park Street is by Frederick 
M. A. Venua, 1788-1872. It has been 
used for a number of favorite hymns in 
America, including “Jesus Shall Reign, 
Where’er the Sun,” Common Service 
Book, No. 219, second tune. “Before 
Jehovah’s Awful Throne” is another 
hymn often sung to this tune. Venua 
was an English composer, perhaps 


more popular here than in his home 
country. | 


“HARK! TEN THOUSAND 
HARPS AND VOICES” 


The Rev. Thomas Kelly, as one might 
guess, was born in Ireland. He was the 
son of a distinguished judge and was 
intended by his father for the legal pro- 
fession, but his tastes ran in another 
direction. We do not believe his father 
was disappointed when he went into 
the ministry. He was a “sweet-souled 
man, who made troops of friends, and 
was honored as much for his piety as 
for his poetry, music, and Oriental 
learning.” He lived in the flesh from 
1769 to 1854. He still lives in a number 
of inspiring hymns. This hymn he wrote 
in 1806. It is full of the joy and glad- 
ness that abound in heaven. The glory 
of Christ’s ascension and His rulership 
as King of kings and Lord of lords are 
to be found in every line. It rightly 
belongs among the Ascension hymns, 
though perhaps its location in the sec- 
tion devoted to hymns of The Kingdom 
and Glory of Christ gives it a wider use. 
It is No. 133 in our Common Service 
Book. 

The tune is by Robert P. Stewart and 
was written in 1868. It is called Pres- 
cott from the composer’s second name. 
Its joyous melody well suits the joy of 
the lines. 


“DRAW US TO THEE, 
LORD JESUS” 


This hymn, No. 124 in the Common 
Service Book, is another of the trans- 
lations to the credit of Catherine Wink- 
worth. There are over fifty of them in 
our hymnal. Translation demands a 
genius of its own. This she had in 
greater endowment than any other con- 
tributor to our modern English hymn- 
ody. The author was Friedrich Funcke, 
who wrote this prayer for Ascension 
Day in 1686. It was translated in 1862. 

Funcke was both pastor and musician. 
He published a hymnbook in which 
there were forty-three melodies of his 
own composition. This hymn is quite 
different from the joyous hymns of the 
Ascension that we have so far studied. 
It is a prayer. One can read back of its 
message Jesus’ words, “And I, if I be 
lifted up, will draw all men unto me.” 

Justin H. Knecht, 1752-1817, was 
born in Biberach, Swabia, and played 
no less than six instruments well. He 
was director of music in his home town 
and later was called to become director 
of the court theatre and orchestra in 
Stuttgart. The best known of his tunes 
is the setting of “O Jesus, Thou Art 
Standing Outside the Fast-closed Door,” 
Common Service Book, No. 322. This 


tune, Kocher, is also used for a Christ- 
mas hymn, No. 17 in the Common 
Service Book. 


“SEE THE CONQUEROR 
MOUNTS IN TRIUMPH” 


Christopher Wordsworth, 1807-1885, 
was a nephew of the poet, William 
Wordsworth, and kept in intimate touch 
with him. This accounts, in part, for 
his genius in poetry. But his scholar- 
ship, like that of so many of these Eng- 
lish hymn writers, was general in char- 
acter, and learned books on many sub- 
jects came from his pen. One of his 
best known hymns is “O Day of Rest 
and Gladness,” No. 441,Common Service 
Book. Not so many hymnals include 
this hymn of the Ascension. It is well 
worth knowing. The author believed 
in the educational value of hymns, and 
a careful reading of this hymn will 
show how he has used verse to teach 
the meaning of the Ascension story. 

Henry Smart, the composer, received 
attention recently as the writer of 
Lancashire, the tune to which we sing 
“The Day of Resurrection,” No. 115, 
Common Service Book. This tune, 
written in 1868, is not so well known, 
nor is it so easy to learn. But it is well 
worth mastering. 


“GOLDEN HARPS ARE 
SOUNDING” 


This hymn is included among those 
especially adapted for children. Many 
fine hymns are lost by this classifica- 
tion, as, for instance, “Saviour, Blessed 
Saviour,” quite recently discovered by 
our young people. It is No. 549 in our 
Common Service Book. The words and 
the music are by Frances Ridley 
Havergal. With talents both as a mu- 
sician and a linguist, with a career as 
a concert singer open to her, she de- 
voted her life to writing leaflets and 
books, teaching in Sunday school, con- 
ducting religious meetings, and making 
addresses on religious subjects. She 
gave herself so fully to this life of 
action that her health broke down at 
an early age. She lived from 1836 to 
1879. “Lord, Speak to Me, That I May 
Speak” is one of her best loved hymns. 
This hymn of the Ascension is beauti- 
ful and full of meaning. It was written 
in 1872, the product of her more ma- 
ture experience in the Christian life. 

* * * * 

To Leapers: Topic date, April 20. 
Source books used were: Favorite 
Hymns by Hunton, Lyric Religion by 
H. W. Smith. Next topic, “Education in 
(Hee (ls Tor, (Ce Ale 
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JOHN M. BOLZIUS, 
the Founder of the Congregation 


Or courSsE there'll be a certain 
amount of look-what-we’ve-done glory- 
ing when the Church of the Ascension, 
Savannah, celebrates its bicentennial 
anniversary; but this one thing we’re 
going to try to remember: It is easy for 
people to start things, but it takes a 
lot of the grace of God to keep them 
going for two hundred years. I wonder 
sometimes, when we talk about the 
service we’ve rendered to the Lord, if 
we're not thinking that He ought to be 
pretty grateful to us. 

Now one thing that we’d like to glory 
about is that we had a Father of Lu- 
theranism ’way down here in Georgia 
before they ever had one in Pennsyl- 
vania. John Wesley and George White- 
field and a lot of other people agree 
with us, that he was a great man. But 
somehow you can find Lutherans all 
over the country that never heard of 
him. I don’t know why it is, unless it’s 
because, back in the early days, the 
yellow fever ran so many people away 
from these parts, that he was like a 
high school team away from home—he 
didn’t have many people to root for 
him. Oh! His name? Well, I almost 
forgot to mention it. I was thinking 
maybe you knew already who I was 
talking about. Somehow I’m tempted 
to spell his name with capital letters; 
but I don’t think he’d like it. 

Now we are mighty proud of the fact 
that it was John Martin Bolzius who 
came down from Ebenezer to Savannah 
and started our church; and we’re 
pretty sure that the grace of God really 
came with him. It was on April 14, 
1741. He preached two sermons, one in 
the morning and one in the afternoon, 
that were plain as day. The people who 
had become a little careless about their 
religion saw the light, too. And they 
were ready to go to work. 


Same Location Since 1756 

From reading the histories of other 
congregations I have the impression 
that one of the most important things 
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Two Hundred Years of the 


Grace of God 


Church of the Ascension, Savannah, Ga., 
Plans Bicentennial Celebration April 13-15 


to tell about is the church lot and the 
succession of church buildings. Yes, 
our people got a lot, too. They bought 
one right downtown, ’way back in 1756, 
and they’ve hung on to it ever since. 
The story of their first church building 
might be considered a kind of parable 
of the Law and the Gospel. In 1772 they 
bought a frame court house building, 
moved it over on their lot, remodeled 
it, capped it with a steeple and bell, and 
in their worship filled it with the spirit 
of God’s love and mercy. Up to this 
time they had had to worship in pri- 
vate homes. 

As the old political orators used to 
say: “I shall not mention ‘the fact’ that 
this first building burned down in 1797, 
and that, with the help of the good peo- 
ple of St. John’s, Charleston, another 
frame structure was erected in its place. 
I shall not mention the fact that, in 
1843, this building was torn down and 
replaced by a stately brick church. Nor 
shall I mention that this edifice was 
radically reconstructed and substantially 
enlarged in 1879, that its interior was 
remodeled and materially improved in 
1920, and that to it was added a very 
adequate, departmentalized Sunday 
school building in 1928. 

In all these years there haven’t been 
many Lutheran people moved to Sa- 
vannah from the United States; but lots 


CHURCH OF THE ASCENSION 


By Pastor C. A. Linn 


of them have» come from Germany. 
Those who came in the early days we 
held on to pretty well until the Revo- 
lutionary War; but, when the war was 
over, they began getting converted to 
the English language and the Gospel 
according to the Methodists, while our 
preacher filled an empty church with 
soft melodious sounds of the German. 
But in 1824, when our church was just 
about sunk, Dr. John Bachman brought 
over from Charleston a young man by 
the name of Stephen A. Mealy, whom 
he had-taught to be a minister, and set 


JOHN BACHMAN, D.D., 


who came to the rescue of the 
Congregation 


him up preaching in English. Right 
away things began to pick up. The con- 
gregation joined the Synod of South 
Carolina and Adjacent States, which 
had just been started, organized a Sun- 
day school and missionary society, 
helped to make plans for a theological 
seminary and academy, and soon got up 
the nerve to tell the synod it ought to 
join up with the General Synod. Pas- 
tor Mealy always thought of Dr. Bach- 
man as a spiritual father, and he cer- 
tainly turned out to be a credit to him 
as a son. 

Anyway, from that time on, when 
other Germans came over—and there 
were lots of them in the ’30s, ’40s and 
’50s, and lots more in the ’70s, ’80s and 
’90s—we just made good English- 
speaking Lutherans out of them. Of 
course there was one small group who 
came in the early 50s that didn’t like 
the idea. They started a congregation 
and built a church of their own, then 
drew up a long legal paper to guarantee 
that no language other than German 
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should ever be used in their services. 
There was later erected on their lot a 
fitting memorial to the congregation’s 
early death, in the form of Savannah’s 
largest Methodist church. 


_ Lovable, Generous People 

All the way through, our people have 
been a fine, lovable, generous spir- 
ited sort, always ready to work, to dig 
down into their pockets when money 
was needed, to visit the sick and the 
needy, and to do whatever else they 
could do for the good of the church. 
And they haven’t let charity stop at 
home. They’ve paid their apportion- 
ment and contributed liberally to all 
the causes of the church. They’ve given 
five of their sons, still living, to the 
gospel ministry; and I don’t know how 
many more in the earlier days. I’d like 
to mention some of the staunch mem- 
bers, to tell you where they lived and 
what they did, but I wouldn’t know 
where to stop. 

Fact is, I haven’t even room to tell 
you about all the godly ministers that 
have served the congregation, except 
to say that they’ve all been humble 
servants of the Lord, faithfully admin- 
istering His grace. They’ve baptized the 
babies, taught and confirmed the chil- 
dren, married the young folks, visited 
the homes, relieved the distressed, and 
help up a Light when the shadow of 
death crept near. They’ve carried bur- 
dens without ever becoming profes- 
sionally callous to the troubles and sor- 
rows of other people. No, they haven’t 
been perfect men. Sometimes, because 
they’ve been so busy with things and 
doings and haven’t kept themselves 
filled up enough with the grace of God, 
they’ve only gone a mile and a half when 
they should have gone two; or, when 
they’ve got in the pulpit, they’ve gone 
two miles when they should have gone 
only one. Nevertheless, they’ve gone 
on preaching the Gospel, and holding 
up the Cross, and pointing to the open 


tomb, and to the Light that shines - 


across the great divide; and the church 
has kept on living and praying and 
serving, from generation to generation. 
It seems it doesn’t make much differ- 
ence after all about the people. The 
life of the Church of the Ascension has 
just been two hundred years of the 
grace of God. 

Maybe this will give you some idea 
of the spirit in which we plan to cele- 
brate our bicentennial anniversary. We 
expect to have as our principal guests 
the Lord Jesus Christ and His Holy 
Spirit, and with them present we hope 
to make Easter Sunday a deeply joy- 
ous, spiritual feast, with Sunday school 
and two Communion services in the 
morning and the Sunday school Easter 
service in the evening. On Easter Mon- 
day, the anniversary date, we propose 
to extend a cordial welcome to the 
public throughout the day, and in the 
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evening to have a Community Fellow- 
ship Service followed by a reception. 
We feel that, in a way, the whole com- 
munity has enjoyed some benefit from 
the grace that has been administered 
through this church, and that many 
people will want to have some part in 
the celebration. At the reception, to 
keep people from talking about the 
weather and the war, we’re going to 
present episodes in miniature, portray- 
ing the life and history of the congre- 
gation—and you ought to see the hun- 
dreds of dolls that are being dressed 
up and the antique furniture that is 
being made for this event. In the same 
connection we’re going to display our 
prized historic relics, including the 
communion silver which dates from the 
time of the one hundredth anniversary. 
On Tuesday evening we shall close the 
celebration with a church service at 
which the address will be delivered by 
our principal speaker, one who needs 
no introduction to readers of THE Lu- 
THERAN, Dr. Paul E. Scherer of New 
York City, formerly of Charleston, next 
door to Savannah. Dr. Scherer will 
speak on “The Church of the Living 
God.” 


Installation Service 


Philadelphia Congregation Calls 
Assistant 


PASTOR W. L. STOUGH, REV. BELA 
SHETLOCK AND REV. CARROLL FRITZE 


The Rev. Carroll O. R. Fritze was 
installed March 9 as assistant pastor 
of the Church of the Atonement, Phila- 
delphia, Pa., of which Dr. William L. 
Stough has been pastor since 1894. The 
Rev. Bela Shetlock, president of the 
Philadelphia Conference of the Minis- 
terium of Pennsylvania, and Dr. Stough 
conducted the service. Mr. Fritze is a 
native of Nova Scotia, a graduate of 
Acadia University, Lunenburg, N. S., 
and a recent graduate of the Philadel- 
phia Theological Seminary. 


SO EFFECTIVE! 


A PROMISE 
WITH 
A PRIVILEGE 


This pamphlet, provided without 


cost at the youth rallies last fall 
has been found so effective and 
helpful that a demand has arisen 
for its continued offering for use 
at rallies of confirmands, reunions 
of catechetical classes, and pres- 
entation at social affairs for con- 


firmands. 


This demand has led to the re- 
vision of the pamphlet so that it 
can be used to advantage on all 


these occasions. 


The pamphlet includes an inter- 
pretation of the Order for Con- 
firmation and the Order of Service 
for use at Rallies of Confirmands 


and Other Reconsecration Services. 


Crystallize Impressions 


Distribute this pamphlet at all 
such meetings as an aid to crystal- 
lizing impressions of the address 


and service. 


Price, 5 cents each; 50 cents a dozen; 
$3.00 a hundred, postpaid. 


The United Lutheran 


Publication House 
13th and Spruce Sts., Philadelphia 


Columbia Pittsburgh 


Chicago 
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A Synod’s Golden Jubilee 


NORTHWEST SYNOD’S YEAR OF CELEBRATION 
An Experience With Unusual Results 


SIXTEEN pastors congregated at 
Neenah, Wis., February 24. It was not 
for a conference nor for a Pre-Lenten 
Retreat, but to do a work of love for 
their synod and its seminary. All day 
long and far into the night they tramped 
the streets of the twin cities, Neenah- 
Menasha, ringing doorbells and visiting 
every family of the large St. Paul’s 
congregation, the Rev. S. H. Roth pas- 
tor. Previous to their calls, the con- 
gregation had been informed about the 
fiftieth anniversary celebration of their 
synod by their pastor from his pulpit 
and by the synod in its bulletin service. 

Many members had purchased the 
fine book published by synod entitled, 
“The Story of the Northwest Synod,” 
written by P. H. Roth, D.D., president 
of Northwestern Lutheran Theological 
Seminary at Minneapolis. Illustrated 
with pictures of all pastors and churches 
of synod, and written in the concise 
style of Dr. Roth, it graphically depicted 
the birth and rapid growth of what was 
once known as the little synod with the 
big name and large territory until to- 
day it is known as the fastest growing 
synod in the United States. Standing 
seventh among the thirty-four synods 
of the U. L. C. A. in baptized and con- 
firmed memberships and sixth in com- 
municant membership, according to the 
Parochial Report of 1939 as given in 
the 1941 Year Book: Baptized mem- 
bers, 65,452; confirmed, 44,413; com- 
municant, 35,693. 


The Jubilee Film 


St. Paul’s congregation had also seen 
the synod’s Jubilee Movie in color and 
sound, “The Story of the Synod.” This 
film, which is the first color-sound mo- 
tion picture ever produced by a re- 
ligious body to tell its story, was pre- 
pared by the Anniversary Committee 
of synod. The Rev. John Gable, a grad- 
uate of Northwestern Seminary, who 
did such fine work on “The Thunder 
of the Sea” for the Board of American 
Missions, adapted a scenario from the 
above-mentioned book. The photog- 
raphy and technical work was done by 
the Rev. George B. McCreary of She- 
boygan, Wis. Assisting him were Dr. 
L. V. Downing of Minneapolis, Mr. 
Theodore S. Stump of Livingstone, 
Mont., and Mrs. George Holmquist of 
Spencer, S. D. Costumes were gath- 
ered by Mrs. John W. Jouno of Mil- 
waukee, Wis. Character actors for the 
historical scenes were from First United 
Lutheran Church, Sheboygan. R. H. 
Gerberding, D.D., president of synod, 
was commentator. The musical back- 
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ground was selected and played, and 
one part sung, by Mrs. Ruben Angel- 
beck, organist of the Sheboygan church. 
This picture is being shown in all 
churches of synod this year. Mr. Rollin 
Tomeraasen, a graduate of Northwest- 
ern Seminary, is conducting it on its 
itinerary. 

Sunday, February 23, the congrega- 
tion celebrated Jubilee Sunday with 
Dr. P. H. Roth of Minneapolis preach- 
ing the sermon. 


Beneficial to Pastors and People 

The pastors were calling under the 
direction of the Rev. H. T. Rasmussen, 
pastor of Calvary Church, Antigo, Wis., 
on leave of absence to direct this work. 
Every confirmed member was given an 
opportunity to make a jubilee gift to 
the synod to be used as an endowment 
for the Northwestern Theological Sem- 
inary. This is truly a great experience 
for a pastor and his congregation—close 
to 500 families being visited by a pastor 
in one day. The families were glad to 
greet the visiting pastors, and many 
members thanked them for their calls 
because they had had an opportunity 
to open their hearts concerning their 
fears and doubts and troubles—some 
things they wouldn’t think of telling 
their own pastor because of their near- 
ness to him. These people received good 
pastoral advice, binding them closer to 
their church. 

The visiting pastors also received ex- 
perience that will prove valuable and 
helpful in their future ministry in their 
own churches. So often when they 
visit the families of their own congre- 
gations they are aware that these fam- 
ilies, because the pastor is calling, are 
putting their best efforts forward, or, 
as we might say, putting on their Sun- 
day-Go-to-Meeting-Attitude. That al- 
ways acts as a barrier between a pas- 
tor and his people. It is not always the 
fault of the people. Sometimes pastors 
will unconsciously put on a semi-pro- 
fessional air before their people. 

What were the results for the jubilee 
offering? Not being there for the final 
report, I would say about $2,000, and 
possibly more, as there had been over 
$1,800 reported when your correspond- 
ent had to leave, and there were still 
about seventy-five families to be seen. 

This is not the first congregation to 
have this experience in the synod. It 
has been duplicated in about forty of 
the congregations since last September 
with a total offering exceeding $80,000 
so far. Some sixty more congregations 
will be visited during the next months, 
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till September 23, when the Jubilee 
Convention of the English Evangelical 
Lutheran Synod of the Northwest will 
be held at St. Mark’s Church, Fargo, 
N. D., the Rev. Fred Ihlenfeld pastor. 
At this meeting many of the former 
builders of synod are expected to at- 
tend, as invitations have been sent to 
Dr. G. K. Rubrecht, former president; 
Dr. J. C. Kunzmann of Seattle, Wash.; 
Dr. M. J. Bieber of Detroit, Mich.; and 
the Rev. W. C. Stump of Omaha, Nebr. 
Dr. W. H. Greever, secretary of the 
U. L. C. A., will represent that body. 
While many have had a hand in plan- 
ning this celebration and are working 
to bring it to a glorious completion, we 
must mention the one whom we believe 
has been most instrumental in setting 
up the celebration and who is working 
indefatigably to bring it to successful 
completion, J. K. Jensen of Janesville, 
treasurer of the Northwest Synod. 


India Inklings 


Lutheran Federation Plans 
For 1941 


By CLARENCE H. SwAvVELY 


THE Executive Council of the Fed- 
eration of Evangelical Lutheran 
Churches in India held a meeting at 
Guntur December 17-19, 1940, which 
was attended by about thirty represen- 
tatives of the Lutheran bodies in India, 
including the Santal, Gossner, Central 
Provinces, Tamil, Swedish, Danish and 
Andhra churches. 

The principal business before the 
Council was relief for 1941 for those 
bodies whose normal support has been 
cut off. Between September 1939 and 
December 1940 the Federation received 
and allocated more than $52,000, which 
came mostly from the American Sec- 
tion of the Lutheran World Convention; 
but a small portion of this was raised 
through sacrificial giving in India. As- 
sistance has been given to all the Lu- 
theran bodies in India who do not have 
their mission headquarters in Sweden 
or America. 

For the year 1941 about $77,000 will 
be required to continue the work of 
these distressed Lutheran churches and 
missions in India. It is planned to raise 
about $3,500 of this in India; and the 
Federation looks to America for the 
balance. 


Secretary Moll 

The Federation Council was honored 
by the presence and counsel of Secre- 
tary Edwin Moll of the U. L. C. A. 
Board of Foreign Missions. Dr. Moll 
preached the sermon at the opening 
session of the Council, and at a later 
meeting delivered an address on “The 
World Situation and the Church in 
America.” 
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A fine spirit of helpfulness has been 
manifested by the National Christian 
Council in gathering funds in India for 
the relief work carried on by the Fed- 
eration and two secretaries of this body, 
the Rev. J. Z. Hodge and Dr. R. B. 
Manikam, attended the sessions and 
delivered addresses on “The Challenge 
of the Present Situation to Missions 
and Churches in India.” 

Only recently the Bishop of Tran- 
quebar, the Rt. Rev. J. Sandegren, re- 
turned from furlough in Sweden, jour- 
neying through Russia and Iran to 
Basrah and India. He related dramatic 
incidents throwing light on the present 
situation of the Lutheran churches in 
Europe. Bishop Sandegren was ap- 
pointed vice-president of the Federa- 
tion in place of J. R. Strock, D.D., who 
resigned, as he is leaving India for fur- 
lough in a short time. 


All-India Theological College 

The Council spent much time and 
held long discussions concerning this 
important topic, and finally resolved 
that while it was not possible for the 
Federation to take steps at this time 
for the establishing of this institution, 
the Federation was not prepared to 
recognize Luthergiri as the official All- 
India Lutheran Theological College. 


Dr. and Mrs. F. L. Coleman have re- 
cently returned to their work at Lu- 
thergiri Theological Seminary, Rajah- 
mundry, and Miss Alice J. Nickel has 
returned to her work at Narasaravupet. 
Miss S. J. Glatz and Miss Lilith Schwab 
have just left for America on furlough. 


Baptism and Confirmation 

Luther Samuel David, son of Dr. and 
Mrs. H. H. Moyer, was baptized in St. 
Matthew’s Church, Guntur, December 
22. At the same service the following 
young people who had been instructed 
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(Seated) Secretary Edwin Moll. (Standing, left to right) Betty Swavely, Louise Sipes, 
John Swavely, Harrison Moyer, Eleanor Moyer, Clara Cunningham 


by Dr. H. H. Sipes, were received into 
full membership of the church by con- 
firmation: Harrison Moyer, Eleanor 
Moyer, Louise Sipes, Betty Swavely, 
John Swavely, and Clara Cunningham. 
Dr. Moll officiated at this service. 


Confirmands’ Rally 


To Christ Church, Detroit, came 237 
young people and adults on Sunday, 
March 23, for the first United Lutheran 
Pre-confirmation Rally ever held in the 
state of Michigan. The rally was spon- 
sored by the United Lutheran Pastoral 
Association of Greater Detroit, which 
represents some twenty United Lu- 
theran congregations in the Detroit 
area. These twenty churches will be 
confirming a little over 200 young peo- 
ple on Palm Sunday and Pentecost this 
year. To see the greater part of this 
number, together with their parents 
and friends, gathered for mutual in- 
spiration, made one feel that the future 
of the Lutheran Church is secure. 

The Rev. R. R. Sala, pastor of Resur- 
rection Church, Detroit, and vice-pres- 
ident of the Pastors’ Association, was 
liturgist for the service. The sermon 
was preached by the Rev. E. G. Berger, 
pastor of Ascension Church, Pontiac, 
and secretary of the group. Pastor 
Berger answered the question, “Who 
Do You Think You Are, Anyway?” 
with a reply based on Galatians 4: 4, 5: 
“But when the fulness of time was 
come, God sent forth his Son, born of 
a woman, born under the law, to re- 
deem them that were under the law, 
that we might receive the adoption of 
sons.” Boiled down, the answer was 
simply that these catechumens were 
sons of God, and as His children were 
to conduct themselves as Christian 
young men and young women. 
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Nurses Needed 


Durine the World War 23,000 nurses 
served with the American military 
forces. Of the 4,019 nurses required 
by the army by July of this year, 1,491 
are to be assigned to active duty in 
army hospitals scheduled to open in all 
parts of the country. In March, six 
large general army hospitals will re- 
quire 760 nurses. Corps area command- 
ers have been given quotas sufficient to 
provide nurses to care for the men in 
training in each area. 

The need for nurses is real. Amer- 
ican Red Cross nurses, who by Act of 
Congress constitute the First Reserve 
of the United States Army and Navy 
Nurse Corps, are first sought for these 
newly created army positions. The 
American Red Cross, therefore, urges 
all eligible nurses to enroll. The rel- 
ative rank of first lieutenant is con- 
ferred on reserve nurses assigned to 
the army. To be eligible for this com- 
mission, nurses must be single, and be- 
tween 21 and 40 years of age (formerly 
the maximum age was 35); must be 
graduates from approved schools of 
nursing; registered as provided by state 
laws; and must be American citizens. 

A national survey of nurses is under 
way. The information is to be tabulated 
and ready for our country’s defense 
plans by June 1, 1941. The Nursing 
Council on National Defense urges 
every graduate nurse to comply with 
the request so that the nursing strength 
of the nation may be ready for any 
emergency. 

The Church has not been so wise. 
When nurses have been needed for 
service at home or abroad, the call has 
been heard at best by relatively few 
nurses. An emergency always exists in 
the Christian work of mercy; today 
there are specific needs for nurses in a 
number of Lutheran foreign mission 
fields. The Andhra Lutheran Church 
in India, with all its fine nationals in 
the nursing field, needs more nurses 
than the United Lutheran Church has 
been able to send out. It is hoped that 
the Lutheran Nurses’ Guild may be 
able not only to gain information about 
the nurses of the Church, but also to 
help channel calls for service. 

Officers of the Guild are: President, 
Edith Bergquist Lazarski, R.N., Chi- 
cago; vice-presidents, Emily Kleb Eck, 
R.N., Washington, D. C., and Elaine 
Kraabel, R.N., Spokane; secretary, 
Minnie Mary Beltz, R.N., Milwaukee; 
treasurer, Elsa Nicolai, R.N., Philadel- 
phia. C. E. Krumbholz, D.D., secretary 
of the Welfare Department of the Na- 
tional Lutheran Council, is one of the 
advisers of the Guild. Others are Mrs. 
G. C. Gast, Columbus, Ohio; Rudolph 
Oden, M.D., Chicago; and Miss Sylvia 
Melby, R.N., superintendent of Fair- 
view Hospital, Minneapolis. 
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LUTHERAN CHARITIES AND LUTHERAN CHOIRS 
“Reconciliation Court” Under Discussion 


Tuts is St. Patrick’s Day and the 
coldest of the year thus far. Ireland’s 
patron saint may have made it “hot” 
for the snakes in that country in the 
fifth century, but the gods of the ele- 
ments are making it plenty frigid for 
those in the northern half of the United 
States on this anniversary of his natal 
day. However, church services were 
held, celebrations carried out, parties 
“thrown,” tickets sold and bought, and 
dances given. 


What—A Snow TrainP 

You may have traveled on the “New 
Yorker,” the “Florida Clipper,” the 
Santa Fe Super Chief,” the “Chicago 
Mercury,” the “California Sunset Lim- 
ited” or the “Rocky Mountain Zephyr,” 
but few of you have ever ridden on a 
“Michigan Snow Train.” It sounds 
rather frigid, but those patronizing these 
trains report having a rather “hot” 
time. Almost every week-end these 
snow trains leave Detroit for Grayling, 
Alpena and Gaylord,'Mich., where snow 
and ice carnivals are held through Jan- 
uary, February and March. In Florida 
and California excursionists bask in the 
sunshine and bathe in the salt water in 
mid-winter, while northern folks flock 
to resorts where ice skating, sleighing, 
ice boating, skiing, tobogganing, play- 
ing hockey and heavy drinking help to 
pass the time. These Sunday excursion 
trains to the above towns are rather 
crowded, but we have never read of 
the churches being more than com- 
fortably filled in these places. 


Lenten Services 


Most of our 120 Lutheran churches in 
Metropolitan Detroit are holding spe- 
cial Lenten services with reported at- 
tendance above the average. From a 
psychological viewpoint, it would seem 
the times are ripe for positive Gospel 
preaching. A goodly number are wait- 
ing for an assuring message. Our im- 
proved economic condition augurs well 
for the Lenten-Easter offering. 

For more than twenty years the De- 
troit Council of Churches has con- 
ducted a noonday Lenten Service in 
some downtown theatre. This year 
these services are being held in the 
Lafayette Theatre, and perhaps as many 
as 250 churches are patronizing them. 
Outstanding preachers from various 
parts of the country each preach one 
week, and included the Rev. Dr. C. 
Oscar Johnson, Third Baptist Church, 
St. Louis, Mo.; the Rev. Dr. Louis H. 
Evans, Third Presbyterian Church, 
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Pittsburgh; Bishop James E. Freeman, 
Episcopal Diocese, Washington, D. C.; 
the Rey. Dr. Ralph W. Sockman, Christ 
Methodist Church, New York City; the 
Rev. Dr. Merton S. Rice, Metropolitan 
Methodist Church, Detroit (the last two 
weeks). 

In previous years some of our Lu- 
theran pulpiteers have filled the bill 
admirably in this capacity. Dr. Simon 
Peter Long’s sudden death prevented 
him from keeping such an engagement; 
Dr. Oscar Blackwelder, Dr. Paul 
Scherer and Dr. Ralph Long have served 
most acceptably in this connection. 


Lutheran Charities 

the Rev. C. F. Shaffnit, superintendent, 
is enjoying a steady growth among 
more than fifty-five Lutheran congre- 
gations in Greater Detroit. In the 
Christmas offering in 1936, 1,575 indi- 
viduals gave $2,759; in 1940, 2,704 in- 
dividuals contributed $4,338. In addition 
to other splendid things this organiza- 
tion is doing, it sponsors a “Lutheran 
Gospel Hour” every Sunday afternoon 
over radio station CKLW. 

Annually the Luther Leagues of the 
various congregations in the United 
Lutheran, the American Lutheran, the 
Augustana Synod and other Scan- 
dinavian synods in the Detroit area take 
over this Sunday afternoon broadcast. 
This year it was taken over February 
16. The Rev. William S. Avery was the 
preacher on this occasion. These broad- 
casts by the young people grow in pop- 
ularity, the attendance increases and 
the interest is more intense. 

Elsie Hatt Campbell, a teacher at 
Wayne University, Detroit, delivered 
the address before the Women’s Aux- 
iliary of the Lutheran Charities, at its 
annual meeting February 18, held in 
the parish hall of Salem Church. 


Lutheran Choral Festival 


The Detroit Lutheran A Cappella 
Choir sponsored a Choir Festival in this 
city Sunday evening, February 23, in 
which eight Lutheran choirs took part. 
It was held at Faith Church (American 
Lutheran) and was the first of its kind 
to be held in this city. Each of the eight 
choirs gave a rendering which was crit- 
icized by Mr. Olaf Christiansen, who 
acted as counselor through the evening. 
At the conclusion Mr. Christiansen 
conducted the combined choirs of 281 
voices in a beautiful Bach chorale. The 
occasion proved most inspirational and 
helpful. 

At Salem Church the Detroit Lu- 
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theran A Cappella Choir gave a concert 
Sunday evening, March 2. This choir 
enjoys an increasing popularity in De- 
troit, where it frequently sings. In ad- 
dition it is well and favorably known 


- throughout the country because of its 


services every Sunday afternoon at the 
“Lutheran Gospel Hour,” over radio 
station CKLW. 


Metropolitan and Cosmopolitan 

Can you beat this one? In celebra- 
tion of National Brotherhood Week last 
month, Edgar DeWitt Jones, D.D., 
preached at Temple Beth-El, Friday 
night, February 21, and Rabbi Leon 
Fram preached at Central Woodward 
Christian Church, Sunday morning, 
February 23. For the first time in the 
writer’s sixteen years in Detroit such 
an exchange of pulpits took place be- 
tween a Jewish rabbi and a Christian 
minister, | 

Michigan’s internal revenue collector 
estimates that 100,000 more people 
made returns in the state this year than 
ever before, bringing the total up to 
500,000. He also approximated the total 
income at $100,000,000. The General 
Motors Corporation alone is reputed to 
have paid $128,000,000—perhaps the 
largest in Detroit. 

Joseph C. Plagens, D.D., a former 
Detroit prelate, was recently enthroned 
as bishop of Grand Rapids, Mich., with 
a religious and civic acclaim whose col- 
orfulness surpassed mediaeval Cathol- 
icism. 

A thirteen-year-old boy, George 
Panzoff, dived into the Detroit River, 
near the end of the Epiphany season, 
to recover a gold cross and maintain a 
900-year-old custom of the Orthodox 
Christian churches. The ceremony, 
conducted by the Rev. George Nicholoff 
of the Orthodox Church symbolized the 
baptism of Christ. To carry out the 
ceremony it was necessary to chop 
through four inches of ice. The water 
was twenty degrees. 


Lutheran Schools Remembered 
With the improvement of economic 
conditions, Lutherans are going to rise 


“and meet their obligations to their 


higher institutions of learning in these 
parts. In addition to the campaign 
which is getting under way for Witten- 
berg College and the Chicago The- 
ological Seminary here in the city, the 
forty Missouri Synod Lutheran con- 
gregations in Metropolitan Detroit re- 
cently observed Valparaiso University 
Sunday and the offering went for the 
support of that institution. 

On either side of the stage, in the large, 
newly dedicated auditorium at Eloise 
Hospital, there is an altar for religious 
worship. The Roman Catholic altar and 
sanctuary is at the left of the stage 
while the Protestant is at the right. 
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Catholic and Protestant services are 
conducted regularly at this institution 
by visiting clergymen. This interfaith 
chapel is believed to be the only one 
of its kind in this section. 

Eyes on Home-runner. Just now the 
eyes of the baseball world are on 
“Hank” Greenberg, the veteran home- 
runner of the Detroit “Tigers.” “Hank” 
has been examined and pronounced 
fit and classed as “1-A.” In some cir- 


cles there seems to be a strong feeling 
that an exception should be made in 
“Hank’s” case in order to allow him to 
play with the “Tigers” this season. 
However, the saner view is that if called 
the star baseball player should be al- 
lowed to enter the United States Army 
for a year’s training. Otherwise such 
an exception would be a tremendous 
blow to the draft system and puncture 
its morale. 


ee 
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HUNGARIAN WORK PROGRESSING 
A Warning to Pastors and Others 


LocatTep in a commanding position at 
the end of Cleveland’s East Boulevard 
and Buckeye Road, First Hungarian 
Church is building an edifice which 
will be like a city set upon a hill that 
cannot be hid. Construction has pro- 
gressed far enough to enable Pastor 
Andor M. Leffler to announce that ded- 
icatory services will be held the first 
Sunday in May. The church has been 
designed by architect Ralph R. Orr of 
Columbus in English Gothic style. It is 
being built in an attractive gray brick 
at a cost of $55,000, of which all but 
$13,500 is on deposit in the bank. The 
plan also includes a parsonage ad- 
jacent to the church, and will eventually 
provide a parish school. Under Pastor 
leadership First Hungarian 
congregation has experienced a re- 
markable growth. In the five years of 
his pastorate the membership has grown 
from 90 to 350. 


The Cleveland Christian Mission 
has come and gone. The Cleveland 
Church Federation enthusiastically re- 
ports it as “a movement without par- 
allel.” As far as figures go, it was a 
statistical success. At the opening 
meeting in the city’s second largest au- 
ditorium, hundreds were turned away. 
During the week 450 engagements were 
scheduled for the thirty-four members 
of the team, and the total attendance 
was estimated at approximately 200,000. 
One of the major purposes of the 
mission was to reach the unreached. To 
do this Missionary Stanley Jones em- 
ployed streamlined revival technique. 
Opening the mission with a strong ap- 
peal for the Kingdom of God which is 
“within you” (has he never heard of 
Albert Schweitzer) ? he permitted those 
“who must go” to leave, while the re- 
maining group learned the technique 
of the Christian life. In the six regional 
meetings “My Decision” cards were 
passed out asking a decision for Christ 
or a pledge of renewal of loyalty. As 
a part of the mission, an evangelistic 
campaign, with 125 churches participat- 
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ing, sent out several hundred lay work- 
ers in a four-day effort that netted over 
a thousand members for co-operating 
congregations. 

It is exceedingly difficult to evaluate 
an enterprise of such large proportions. 
How far it reached the unreached is 
problematical, but that it did something 
to the church people who participated 
is certain. One Luther Leaguer said 
what impressed him most was “seeing 
people turned away from a church 
meeting because there was no more 
standing room.” From talking with pas- 
tors and church workers, I can testify 
that the mission has done something 
toward “strengthening the weak knees 
and lifting the listless hands” of those 
who now and then are prone to become 
weary in well doing. 


Debt Reduction 
is going forward in several Cleveland 
churches these days. In Trinity, a five- 
year plan for debt reduction has reached 
the end of the first year with the burn- 
ing of the second parsonage mortgage 
of $1,200 and a balance of $500 to apply 
on the second year objective of $2,800. 
Messiah congregation also had the 
pleasure of seeing a $3,000 second mort- 
gage note go up in smoke at its annual 
congregational meeting, and is turning 
now to the liquidation of its obligation 
to the Board of American Missions 
which it hopes to amortize within three 
years. First Church also cleared its 
parsonage obligation. And just to prove 
that churches sometimes receive money 
from banks as well as pay it to banks, 
First Church, not long ago, received a 
$3,000 check from the defunct Guardian 
Bank, in which its Building Fund has 
been impounded since Depression No. 
1. Cleveland pastors are resolved that 
the day shall soon come when, for 
churches, at least, the quip “mortgages 
to burn” will bring a smile to min- 
isterial lips. 

Two retreats were held in Cleveland 
at the threshold of Lent. The city-wide 
Luther League retreat was held in St. 
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James Church, where the Rev. M. D. 
Shaffer addressed the young people on 
the theme, “Keeping Lent in Thought, 
Prayer and Action.” The Pastors’ Re- 
treat was held in West Side Hungarian 
Church, the president, Pastor John 
Foisel, preaching and conducting the 
Communion Service. 


Where is Frank? 


Two years ago he came to my study 
about the time navigation opened on 
the lakes. Then he was waiting for his 
boat to come in. Last year about Easter 
he had just gotten a job at the Hotel 
Carter. His last name I’ve forgotten, 
seems to me it might have been Gruber 
or something like that. His first name, 
I recall, was Frank. But if Frank reads 
Tue LutHeran I hope this will be a 
gentle reminder to return the money 
he borrowed the last time he saw me. 
I suppose it was because Frank said 
he was a steward on the S. S. Hamburg 
of happy memory, and had that sad, 
pathetic look that you associate with 
stewards that I over-ruled my wife’s 
warning and advanced Frank enough to 
keep him going until he got his first 
week’s pay at the Carter Hotel. Of 
course Frank had credentials, a well- 
worn letter from Dr. Krumbholz of the 
Inner Mission Board (as it then was). 
Frank, like many of his kind, is “ecu- 
menical minded.” He showed me a let- 
ter from the Sister Superior of a Cath- 
olic hospital in Florida where he had 
been chef during the winter. Since then 
I find he touched my neighboring Mis- 
souri Lutheran pastor for help, and now 
I discover he has gone the rounds in 
the United Lutheran Church in Cleve- 
land. If Frank calls on any pastor who 
may be reading this, before advancing 
him any money just take the precau- 
tion to call the hotel where Frank says 
he has a job, .. . and if you can get the 
police to hold him that long, let me 
know too, so I can do a little collecting 
of my own, and for my colleagues in 


Cleveland. 


Briefs 

A four-day evangelistic meeting was 
planned for Lent by the Rev. Gabor 
Brachna, pastor of the West Side Hun- 
garian Lutheran Church, at which the 
Rev. F. Wolfgang Rettmann of Pitts- 
burgh was the evangelist... . The Rev. 
Harold Albert, called to First Church, 
Lorain, has entered upon his duties, 
succeeding the Rev. Herbert Veler, who 
was called to the Stony Creek charge. 
... The pulpit at Calvary Lutheran 
Church in East Cleveland is being oc- 
cupied during Lent by professors from 
Hamma Divinity School and by cler- 
ical members of the Wittenberg College 
faculty. Dr. H. B. Ernsberger, pastor 
emeritus, is resting from his labors in 
an attempt to recover his vitality at his 
suburban lakeside cottage. 


26 


Maryland Synod TES 


Survey of Rural Situation Made by Committee 


Miss Trup—E Marx, a student refugee 
from Germany, is enrolled at Hood Col- 
lege, Frederick, Md. She is a Lutheran, 
confirmed in Germany in 1935. Her 
cousin, a German pastor, has been jailed 
twice for his indifference to the Nazi 
ideology. Each time he was released. 

Miss Marx left Germany four years 
ago and took refuge in England, where 
she pursued studies in history and lan- 
guages. She has been employed fre- 
quently “to teach German to English- 
men and English to Germans.” She 
entered this country last fall. 

Under present immigration quotas, 
Miss Marx’ mother is eligible to enter 
the United States this month. She may 
leave Germany, but with nothing more 
than a ticket to Lisbon, personal ef- 
fects, and $10. If she fails to take ad- 
vantage of this opportunity, there will 
not be another such chance for her. In 
response to her plight a group of Lu- 
theran laymen in Frederick, together 
with the students and faculty of Hood 
College, have undertaken to provide 
for her passage from Lisbon to the 
United States. A friend in New York 
has filed the necessary agreement that 
she will not become a public charge. 


Summarizing Rural Work 


A study of rural parishes in the 
Maryland Synod has been instituted by 
the Rev. Robert E. Carl of Greenmount, 
Md., chairman of a syncdical committee 
appointed for that purpose. Paul A. 
Kirsch, D.D., associate executive secre- 
tary of the Board of American Missions, 
visited each of these parishes in com- 
pany with Mr. Carl on a five-day tour 
of Maryland, the week of March 16. 

Maryland pastors whose parishes are 
affected by the study have completed 
questionnaires that will be summarized 
in a full report to the synod at its meet- 
ing next May. A wider understanding 
of problems peculiar to the rural parish 
is the committee’s objective. 


Personal 

Wilson P. Ard, D.D., newly elected 
pastor of Trinity Church, Hagerstown, 
Md., was installed March 23, by Amos 
J. Traver, D.D., president of the Mary- 
land Synod. Carl C. Rasmussen, D.D., 
professor of Systematic Theology at 
Gettysburg Seminary, took part in the 
service. 


Mr. George H. Whetstone, a senior 
at Gettysburg Seminary, has been 
called to be the assistant pastor of the 
Lutheran Church at Waynesboro, Pa., 
effective upon his graduation. The 
Waynesboro congregation, numbering 
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950 communicants, grew out of a parish 
organized at Friedens, Md., in 1791. It 
has continued its affiliation with the 
Maryland Synod throughout its history. 
B. Clinton Ritz, D.D., is the pastor. Mr. 
Whetstone will be the first assistant 
pastor. 


Amos J. Traver, D.D., marked the 
tenth anniversary of his pastorate at 
the Lutheran Church in Frederick, Md., 
March 2. In ten years the communicant 
membership has been increased by 
more than 200 persons. The congrega- 
tional program has been expanded to 
include the support of three full-time 
pastors, one of whom, the Rev. Paul H. 
Gleichman, serves the parish as a mis- 
sionary in India, Improvements total- 
ing $10,000 have been made in the 
equipment. The congregation, with 1,100 
communicants, pays its apportionment 
in full each year. 

Dr. and Mrs. Traver received from 
their parish a large basket of flowers 
and an anniversary check as an ex- 
pression of appreciation for their faith- 
ful service in Frederick. 


A New Parsonage 

A worth-while addition to the Wood- 
bine Parish, the Rev. Karl L. Mumford 
pastor, is a new parsonage, completed 
in January 1941. Fifteen years ago this 
parish erected a parsonage on the same 
site, adjoining Calvary Church, but 
shortly thereafter it burned to the 
ground, and had never been occupied 
by a pastor. Pastor Mumford has min- 
istered to the parish since 1934. His 
father, the Rev. Carl Mumford of 
Ellicott City, Md., previously supplied 
in the parish for eight years when it 
was without a regular pastor. The cost 
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of the new parsonage, $3,500, has been 
financed almost completely by vol- 
untary contributions of the members. 


Mt. Union Church, Middleburg, Md., 
the Rev. George E. Bowersox, Jr., pas- 
tor, recently dedicated a two-manual 
Wicks pipe organs. Only a fractional 
amount of the cost of this organ re- 
mains to be paid. Several forward steps 
have been taken in this parish during 
the short time of Mr. Bowersox’s pas- 
torate. A Luther League has been or- 
ganized in St. Paul’s Church, Union- 
town, and use of the weekly bulletin 
service has been inaugurated. 


Four Lutheran parishes in Carroll 
County, Md., co-operated in a Leader- 
ship Training School held in Immanuel 
Church, Manchester, Md., early this 
year. More than seventy men and 
women from nine different parishes 
were enrolled. Classes were taught by 
the pastors: the Rev. L. H. Rehmeyer, 
Manchester Parish; the Rev. Paul H. 
Smith, North Carroll Parish; the Rev. 
Roland W. Renkel, Hampstead Parish; 
and the Rev. Robert E. Carl, Calvary 
Parish. The Rev. F. H. Schrader of 
Manchester’ conducted a devotional 
period at each of the six successive 
Thursday evening sessions. The un- 
usual enthusiasm of those enrolled has 
stimulated a desire to continue the 
school next year. 


Radio Broadcasts 


Mrs. Amos J. Traver of Frederick 
Md., is the speaker in a series of eleven 
weekly broadcasts over WFMD, Fred- 
erick, each Monday at 11.00 A. M. 
“Women in a Changing World,” is the 
theme of the series, sponsored na- 
tionally by the Council of Women for 
Home Missions. 


Lutheran pastors of Frederick 
County, Md., participate regularly in a 
half-hour devotional period overWFMD 
each weekday morning at 9.00 o’clock. 
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RCA Broadcast 


CO-OPERATION DEVELOPING IN CENTRAL CONFERENCE, OHIO 
Benevolence Contributions on Increase 


ImporTANT co-operative developments 
are reported in congregations located 
in north central Ohio. With Mansfield 
as the hub, active pastors and congre- 
gations within a radius of twenty-five 
miles are entering a new phase of 
parish co-operation. 

Now and again groups of women, 
men and young people of Crawford 
County gather for inspiration and fel- 
lowship. A large gathering of mothers 
and daughters met for a banquet and 
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program the evening of February 5 in 
the North Robinson schoolhouse. The 
annual father-son get-together was a 
big event of February 12, when the 
group assembled in the Tiro school au- 
ditorium. With 247 women present the © 
trend of the discussion centered about 
the theme, “What Will the Women of 
the Church Defend?” The men were 
led in thinking about “Crises and Chris- 
tianity in China” by the Rev. Paul P. 
Anspach, missionary on furlough from 
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China. A youth gathering is planned 
for June. 

Touching several counties east of 
Mansfield, six parishes comprising 
twelve congregations are planning in- 
teresting and helpful programs to be 
carried out co-operatively. These par- 
ishes and pastors are Millersburg, the 
Rev. H. H. Creager pastor; Rows, the 
Rev. H. W. Baker pastor; Jeromesville, 
the Rev. John E. Hofer pastor; Reeds- 
burg, the Rev. H. B. Drumm pastor; 
Perrysville, the Rev. George M. Schrack 
pastor; and Mifflin, the Rev. C. B. A. 
Stacy pastor. 


Sunday School Improved 


Galion. Sunday school scholars of 
First Church now have the joy of meet- 
ing under pleasant surroundings. Un- 
der the leadership of the Rev. Harry 
R. Merle and several active laymen, 
necessary repairs and decoration to the 
Sunday sehool rooms were completed 


last fall. 


The Rev. John Himes has entered 
upon his new pastoral duties in the 
Bellville Parish, having moved from 
Marion. This parish was made vacant 
recently when the Rev. Joseph M. 
O’Morrow closed a twelve-year min- 
istry and accepted a call to become pas- 
tor of Norwood Church, Cincinnati. 


M. M. Allbeck, D.D., of Mansfield has 
been named to serve as president of 
the Lutheran Pastors’ Association of 
the Mansfield District, filling the un- 
expired term of the Rev. J. M. O’Mor- 
row. Dr. Allbeck has been supplying 
in the Bellville Parish and other vacant 
congregations. 


The Rev. Fred W. Shirey, until re- 
cently pastor of the Shiloh Parish, is 
now the pastor of the Old Trails Parish 
near Springfield. The congregations of 
Donnelsville and Rockway make up 
this parish. This musical family will 
be greatly benefited by the advantages 
of Springfield, as will the congregations 
they serve. 


Lorain. At the extreme northern end 
of the conference, First Church has a 
new pastor in the person of the Rev. 
Harold R. Albert, who has served St. 
Paul’s Church, Springfield, since his 
graduation from Hamma Divinity 
School. 


Pre-Lenten Retreat 

Pastors of Central Conference were 
the guests of St. Peter’s Church, New 
Pittsburgh, of the Rows Parish, the 
Rev. W. H. Baker pastor, February 25. 
The retreat opened at 10.30 A. M. with 
the Confessional Service under the 
leadership of the pastor loci, the Rev. 
John E. Hofer of Jeromesville, pres- 
ident of conference, and the Rev. 
George W. Dittmar of Doylestown, sec- 
_ retary. The communion meditation was 


given by W. M. Hackenberg, D.D., of 
Zanesville. Committees met following 
the dinner served by the ladies of the 
church. The Rev. C. A. Portz of St. 
Mark’s, Mansfield, conducted the open- 
ing devotions for the afternoon. A 
“Lenten Pastoral Clinic” was conducted 
throughout the afternoon. The Rev. 
Richard C. Wolf of Plymouth presented 
“Pastoral Don’ts for Lent From a Per- 
sonal Standpoint.” The Rev. Herman 
L. Gilbert of Mansfield discussed ‘“‘Pas- 
toral Do’s for Lent From a Congrega- 
tional Standpoint.” The Rev. Walter 
M. Brandt of Newark closed the series 
with the theme centering around “Prac- 
tical Post-Lenten Activities From the 
Pastoral and Congregational View- 
point.” Much practical information and 
exchange of ideas provided lively dis- 
cussions. The Rev. Paul S. Kelly of 
Wooster conducted the closing prayers. 


Mansfield. Grover E. Swoyer, D.D., 
pastor of First Church, was the daily 
speaker in New Philadelphia recently 
when the churches co-operated in a 
city-wide spiritual emphasis week. 


Shelby. D. Bruce Young, D.D., of 
First Church delivered his .2,151st ser- 
mon late in January in that parish 
when he celebrated his fifteen year as 
pastor. He is now called “the dean” of 
Shelby ministers from years of service 
in a local church. He served as mayor 
of the city from 1934 to 1940. 


Coshocton. During the past two years 
Emmanuel and St. Paul’s Churches, the 
latter rural, making up the Coshocton 
Parish, have seen many improvements 
and changes under the direction of the 
Rev. Lloyd M. Riggle. $2,100 has been 
spent in improving both churches and 
adding valuable equipment. Substan- 
tial gains are to be noted in material 
and spiritual growth. 


Crestline. First Church was the 
scene for the Institute of Social Mis- 
sions for Ohio, when C. Franklin Koch, 


_ D.D., executive secretary of the Board 


of Inner Missions, was present to lead 
the group. The Rev. Simon A. Metzger, 
pastor, conducted the opening service. 


Benevolences 

It is heartening to notice the sus- 
tained achievement which has been 
manifest throughout the conference in 
gradually bringing the benevolence pro- 
gram to a higher level. According to 
George L. Rinkliff, synodical treas- 
urer, the total synodical benevolence 
income for 1940 was $8,000 ahead of 
1939. In looking over Central Confer- 
ence it is important to note that twenty- 
four congregations made _ substantial 
increases in apportionment, whereas but 
fourteen showed increases in 1939. Of 
the twenty-two congregations meeting 
their benevolence in full, fourteen 
showed increases in giving over 1939. 
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Study and Recreation Delightfully Combined 
First Term ¢ June 16-July 19 
Second Term °* July 21-Aug. 22 


Six Hours Credit Each Term 


Exceptional opportunity to earn credit to 
qualify for elementary certification. 

Twenty-four Departments offer college 
courses leading to the B.S. in Education 
and A.B. Degrees. 

Courses leading to the M.A. Degree in 
certain fields. 

Courses in the Special Fields—Art, Mu- 
sic, Business Education, Health and 
Physical Education. 

Complete Program of Social and Recrea- 

tional Activities. 


GUEST LECTURERS — MUSICIANS 
ENTERTAINERS 
TEACHER PLACEMENT SERVICE 
EXCELLENT LIVING ACCOMMODATIONS 


For information and catalog, address 
W. C. NYSTROM, Director, Summer Session 


WITTENBERG COLLEGE 
SPRINGFIELD, OHIO 


Confirmands’ Rallies. March 30 was 
set aside for the second annual gather- 
ing of confirmands in several centers 


throughout conference. Palm Sunday 
and Whitsunday will witness large 
numbers of young persons taking im- 
portant vows in our churches. 


Visual Education is becoming the 
new emphasis in many congregations. 
St. Paul’s, Mansfield, your reporter pas- 
tor, has recently come into possession 
of two of the latest type projectors for 
silent projection which will be used in 
all phases of the educational program. 
Sound motion pictures are being used 
this Lenten season to augment the 
teaching mission of the church. 


FOUNDER’S DAY AT 
WITTENBERG 


Wittenberg College, Springfield, Ohio, 
in the ninety-sixth annual Founder’s 
Day observance, March 17, heard the 
Rev. Dr. L. H. Larimer, dean emeritus 
of Hamma Divinity School, speak highly 
of “great Christian personalities,” who 
during the nineteenth century guided 
the college man in classroom and lab- 
oratory. Dean C. G. Shatzer presided. 
Dr. Robert G. Remsberg led the devo- 
tions and Dean B. H. Pershing pro- 
nounced the benediction. Music was 
furnished by the Wittenberg Women’s 
Quartet and by a brass quartet. 

Wittenberg College is supported by 
the synods of Ohio, Indiana, Michigan, 
Kentucky and Tennessee, and is now 
conducting a campaign for $1,200,000 to 
lift indebtedness and to increase the 
endowment. 
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West Virginia Synod’s Auxiliaries Progressing 


Ture Synod of West Virginia and its 
auxiliaries will meet at Jackson’s Mill 
for the twenty-ninth convention Au- 
gust 24-28, the Rev. William Gerhard 
president. This is the eighth year of 
our conference conventions that have 
proved so popular, helpful and full of 
interest. Acquaintance and co-opera- 
tion are proving most helpful in work- 
ing out our common program and we 
shall hope for our best and most fruit- 
ful convention this year. 


The Accident Parish, under the lead- 
ership of the Rev. L. A. Wagner, has 
been making good progress during the 
past year and has improved its property 
by installing an up-to-date heating 
plant in the Accident Church at a cost 
of $450. The Cove congregation has a 
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new lighting system costing $150. The 
salary of the pastor has been increased. 
These are among the evidences of in- 
terest. An outstanding record is shown 
in the Cove congregation in the fact 
that 156 of the 169 members on the roll 
communed. A 100 per cent goal should 
be the objective of all our congrega- 
tions. 


The Friendsville Congregation has 
lost its pioneer member, Mr. George 
Kolb, a man of eighty years, who has 
been a most interested worker in the 
church. His going takes from the parish 
one well known and of large influence. 


Secretary Koch Present 


The Social Missions Conference for 
the synod was held in Grace Church, 
Fairmont, the Rev. Harold Hann pas- 
tor, with the executive secretary of the 
U. L. C. A. Board of Social Missions, 
Dr. C. Franklin Koch, directing. It was 
a valuable day and helpful in its study 
of congregational problems and their 
solution. The congregation needs to 
learn that it is the link in the chain of 
the program of Christ in sending His 
gospel to all mankind. We little un- 
derstand that we as congregations are 
the recipients of favors and help by 
the Church and do not seem to know 
that our race was once a foreign mis- 
sion problem and that Paul brought to 
us the Gospel of God. If this fact could 
be made clear to the membership, the 
matter of stewardship would be easy 
to handle. That ideal condition is not 
here as yet. When Christians object to 
giving a penny and one-third a day to 
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the work of saving the world for God 
there is something lacking in our cell 
of appreciation, it needs spiritual med- 
ication, maybe an operation, and a 
major one at that. God bless this Social 
Missions work of our Church. 


In some congregations within the 
synod, the Brotherhoods are putting on 
an excellent campaign in an attempt 
to make real the objectives of that or- 
ganization. It is time to arouse the man- 
hood of the Church, but the question is, 
How? The lack of earnestness seems 
to show itself in our Lenten season, but 
there are those who are making it the 
time of visitation and earnest prayer 
and with that spirit motivating good 
results must come. It is slow going, but 
no more valuable work can be done 
than for a pastor to give persistent ef- 
fort to interesting the men; for when 
once they get going they do real service 
and make real workers for the Church. 
It takes patient endurance, but it 
proves worth while in the end. O men 
of God, arise! 


The Women of the Church observed 
the World Day for Prayer with help- 
ful and inspiring services in all our 
communities. It is splendid to see con- 
secrated womanhood praying for the 
cause of Christ, the establishing of 
peace and the building of the kingdom 
of God in the earth. These organiza- 
tions are most effective in a general 
way, but one often wishes that the 
women of the Church would see more 
of the needs of the parish and make 
note of the large number of unchurched 
that live right around them, in their 
own block, in their own house, in the 
lots just removed from theirs, and thus 
strengthen the home base. They are 
doing a real service for the Church, 
and God has richly blessed them. May 
they develop a closer vision. 


——$————$ 


(Qa ae Vows 


WOMEN OF KANSAS WELL ORGANIZED 


SynopicaL Treasurer F. E. Wood re- 
ports an increase of $1,000 in 1940 over 
the 1939 synodical benevolence pay- 
ments, with only two congregations 
failing to make any payment. Ever en- 
couraging, Treasurer Wood urges more 
100 per cent congregations. 


The Church of Our Redeemer, 
Omaha, the Rev. Walter A. Voss pastor, 
voted at the annual meeting to proceed 
with the erection of a $13,000 addition 
to the church, construction to begin 
shortly after Easter. This will mean 
additional seating capacity of 200 on 
the main floor. Pastor Voss is the first 
Lutheran pastor in Omaha elected to 
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the presidency of the Omaha Council 
of Churches. 


Homer. The Rev. Sherman E. Fred- 
erick reports the adoption of plans for 
a new church building. This congre- 


gation met with heavy loss last year 
when flood waters lifted the building 


from its foundations and crushed it ~ 


against trees, damaging the - building 


beyond repair. With renewed hope the ~ 


congregation is going forward. The 
women have organized with sixty mem= 
bers as “Women of the Church” and 
have affiliated themselves with the Mis- 
sionary Society of the state. Church at- 
tendance is on the upswing. The Hub- 
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bard congregation, a part of the parish, 
finished the year with a_ balanced 
budget, increased benevolence and new 
goals set for the year. 


Wayne. St. Paul’s congregation, the 
Rev. G. Gieschen pastor, is looking for- 
ward to the celebration of their six- 
tieth anniversary. The Luther League 
is studying “Youth’s Faith in Action,” 
and the church council is considering 
the booklet, “40,000 Strong.” The Aid 
and Missionary Societies have merged 
their forces under the name “Women 
of the Church.” The congregation is 
arranging for weekday religious in- 
struction on released time from the 
public schools for six, seventh and 
eighth grade pupils. 


Omaha. Grace Church, the Rev. H. J. 
Goede pastor, is looking ahead to future 
growth by purchasing an adjoining lot, 
_ stimulated by the 20 per cent increase 
in attendance during 1940. The entire 
church has been redecorated and the 
floors sanded. 


Hardy. St. Paul’s congregation, the 
Rev. F. S: Delo pastor, is hopeful for a 
better year. A ten-piece orchestra has 
been organized for the Sunday school, 
general repairs have been made upon 
parsonage and church, with increases 
in attendance giving stimulus to in- 
terest. 


Allen. First Church, F. L. Cress pas- 
tor, is facing the continued loss of 
membership through families moving 
to other localities in search of work. 
Beautifying the altar and reredos has 
added much to the beauty of the sanc- 
tuary. The work was made possible by 
a gift from the pastor. 


Emerson. St. Luke’s Church, where 
Sunday school work has always ranked 
high, recently took another step for- 
ward by voting to have the Sunday 
School Conference study a Bible course 
offered by a Bible Institute. The Rev. 
George Krebs is pastor of this congre- 
gation. 


The Dalton-Gurley Parish, the Rev. 
J. S. Rhine pastor, rejoices ina balance 
in the treasury for the first time in sev- 
eral years, plus additional money raised 
toward a new parsonage, also in the 
success of the Sunday School Workers’ 
Conference, now meeting Sunday after- 
noons. 

First Church, South Sioux City, the 
Rey. Louis de Freese pastor, dedicated 
a new parsonage February 23. Lumber 
from an abandoned church building 
was used to advantage in building the 
parsonage. 


The Rev. M. B. Simon was installed 
in Spencer, Nebr., February 2, by the 
president of synod, John Hershey, D.D. 
The Rev. Alfred Mendenhall, the for- 
mer pastor at Spencer, was installed in 
the Walton-Eagle Charge March 2 by 

the president. 
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stone Baseler Harpists. 
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The Rev. C. H. Kemper resigned as 
pastor of the Hildreth congregation to 
take effect March 3 and accepted a call 
to the Gothenburg congregation of the 
Midwest Synod. 


A WAR STORY 
By Edwin F. Keever,* D.D. 


THE military chaplains and many pas- 
tors are pleased to learn that the Army 
and Navy Service Book is being re- 
published. That little book proved to 
be a valuable companion to all who re- 
ceived a copy. The writer recalls the 
following incident which occurred dur- 
ing the battle of the Hindenburg Line 
in 1918. I was helping the wounded to 
reach one of the advanced dressing sta- 
tions and supervising a detail of men 
who were digging a grave large enough 
to hold fifteen dead boys. While cross- 
ing the road I espied a little book lying 
open on a nearby wall. The leaves were 
flapping in the wind. It proved to be 
one of our Service Books, with a name 
written on the fly leaf. Naturally I took 
possession. 

While conversing with a captain on 
the ship Leviathan: homeward bound I 
related the incident and mentioned the 
owner’s name. “Why,” said the captain, 
“that boy is my orderly; Pll send him 
to you.” As I recall it, the soldier car- 
ried the book in his overcoat pocket, 
and during the action on the field gave 
his coat to a wounded man. How it 
came to be on the wall he could not ex- 
plain. However, he did not forget that 
he had received it from the Rev. E. E. 
Ryden, now an eminent doctor in the 
Augustana Synod, who was a Lutheran 
camp chaplain at Camp Wadsworth, 
near Columbia, S. C. With the boy’s 
permission I sent it ‘to Dr. Ryden. The 
latter was the most efficient and suc- 
cessful chaplain in the entire camp 
during my stay as an officer in the mil- 
itary police. 


Another word. I was credibly in- 


* Dr. Keever served as chaplain in Mexico 
and in France. 


EASTER SUNRISE SERVICE| 


6:30 A. M. 


i 
TEMPLE STADIUM 
Philadelphia, Pa. 

DR. ROSS STOVER speaks, 
"SUNRISE TOMORROW" 
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‘ Sunrise Service broadcast, Columbia Broadcast 
System, 7 to 7:30 A. M. 

Dr. Charles E. Beury, Pres., Temple University; Huge Floral Cross, Choir of Hundreds, Helen 
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HOLMAN BIBLE ° 


For your own use, for your pastor, 
child or friend. There is no better 
gift than a Bible, no better Bible 
than a Holman. For four generations 
this house has made Bibles and no 
other book. Authorized version. 
Special leather, glue and sizing give 
Holman Bibles extra long life. Dic- 
tionary and other helps. Complete 
selection at all Lutheran Book Stores, 
or A. J. Holman Co., 1224 Arch St., 
Philadelphia, Pa. 
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IS A UNIQUE CLASSIC 

Our Lutheran book leaders have endorsed 
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our book stores, where you can buy same for 
$1.25 per copy postpaid. 

The author, Charles W. Cell, Riverside, 
Calif., guarantees satisfaction to purchasers 
or his personal refund of your money. 
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book.—H. J. Rhyne, Pres., Box K, Marion, Va. 


in famous 
grass” 
Virginia. 


formed that a chaplain of one of the 
artillery regiments, not a Lutheran, 
procured our Service Book for his min- 
istrations in France. Later he became 
Bishop Coadjutor in New York. He and 
I merged our church services at Wads- 
worth. It is to be hoped that every 
Lutheran boy in the army, navy and 
air force will receive a copy for his 
vade mecum. It will be more helpful 
than his gun or his bayonet. 
Epwin F. KEever. 
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To Improve Instruction 


Parish Education Building 
Dedicated at Hickory, N.C. 


Tue Parish Education Building of Mt. 
Olive Church, Hickory, N. C., was ded- 
icated Sunday morning, March 16. The 
dedication service was conducted by 
the pastor, the Rey. W. A. Sigman. The 
sermon for the occasion was delivered 
by J. L. Morgan, D.D., president of the 
Synod of North Carolina. Dr. Morgan’s 
sermon was based upon Matthew 12:30. 
He emphasized the all-importance of 
being on the “side of Christ,” pointing 
out the danger of being merely neutral 
or on the wrong side; also the all-im- 
portance of being actively engaged in 
“sathering” with Christ and His Church, 
pointing out the danger of inactivity 
which in reality is “scattering.” 

In the dedicatory procession were Dr. 
Morgan and Pastor Sigman, accom- 
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panied by the church council, officers of 
the Sunday school, and the members 
of the building committee. The church 
was filled almost to capacity by the 
members of the congregation and vis- 
itors. 

The Parish Education Building, a 
brick structure annexed to the main 
church building, was erected in 1934 
during the pastorate of the Rev. C. N. 
Yount. It consists of fourteen class- 
rooms, two hallways, and an assembly 
room for the primary department. 

A part of the building material as 
well as some of the labor was furnished 
by members of the congregation. The 
project was financed through a local 
Building and Loan Association. The 
final payment was made in January 
1941. 

Since the completion of the Parish 
Education Building, the Sunday school 
has made much progress in gaining 
new members, in average weekly at- 
tendance, and in contributions. ‘The 
present enrollment is 238. The Sunday 
school is completely departmentalized 
according to the ages of the pupils. 
There are sixteen classes for instruction. 


Summer Conferences 


and Camps 


AN announcement has been released 
from East Northfield, Mass., that the 
Northfield Summer Conference will be 
held this year. Spread over the period 
from June 24 to August 10 are dates 
for nine conferences. The communica- 
tion states that “The General Confer- 
ence, planned especially for Christian 
workers, will be under the direct lead- 
ership of Mr. Park, who will be assisted 
by Dr. Paul D. Moody, at present serv- 
ing as liaison officer between the 
churches and the Protestant chaplains 
ministering to the men who enter train- 
ing under the selective draft in the 
army and navy.” Dr. Paul E. Scherer 
of New York City will also participate 
in the work of the teaching staff. 

This school was founded in 1880 by 
Dwight L. Moody and has been held 
annually since that date. 


ARRANGEMENTS have been completed 
with the administration of Susquehanna 
University for the holding of a summer 
camp for boys on the campus under 
the auspices of the Central Pennsyl- 
vania Synod June 17-25. The camp is 
traditionally known as “Camp Sus- 
quehanna.” 

A camp for the girls, also sponsored 
by the Central Pennsylvania Lutheran 
Synod, will follow immediately for an- 
other eight-day session, from June 25 
to July 3. The girls’ camp will be in 
the third season. 
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Congregations 


Lewistown, Pa. The sanctuary of St. 
John’s Church, the Rev. James H. Goss 
pastor, has been completely renovated. 
The work included some changes in the 
chancel, lowering the choir loft, elevat- 
ing the floor in the rear of the audi- 
torium, a new pulpit and lectern, com- 
plete electric wiring and installation of 
specially designed hand-wrought iron 
lighting fixtures, decorating of walls 
and refinishing all woodwork, refinish- 
ing pastor’s study with hardwood floors, 
new lighting fixtures, and decorated 
walls. A new lantern was placed at the 
main entrance, and a new bronze cop- 
per bulletin board was erected. A 
painting of the Ascension was placed 
in the chancel. 

The services of rededication were 
held Sunday, March 16. Dr. G. Morris 
Smith, president of Susquehanna Uni- 
versity, preached the sermon in the 
morning, and in the evening Dr. Harry 
W. Miller, president of the Susque- 
hanna Conference, was the speaker. 
During the morning service the audi- 
torium was filled to capacity and many 
were turned away, and at the evening 
service the congregation again filled the 
auditorium. 

The pastor took charge of receiving 
gifts from the various organizations and 
members of the church. The total cost 
of the renovation was $6,000. The 
amount of money received exceeded the 
cost by $133. 


McClure, Pa. St. Matthew’s Church, 
the Rev. Arthur J. Henning pastor, 
completed its basement a few months 
ago, and the services of the Sunday 
school and church are held there dur- 
ing the renovation of the church. A 
new furnace has been installed. The 
basement provides for a church coun- 
cil room, a large auditorium, and room 
for a kindergarten. Renovations to the 
church include insulating the church 
walls and ceiling, installation of indirect 
lighting, new pews paid for by the 
Ladies’ Aid, revarnishing the church 
furniture, upholstering chancel chairs, 
and the purchase of some new Com- 
mon Service Books by two members of 
the congregation. 

The church will probably be reded- 
icated early in May. The improvements 
are being sponsored and _ financially 
supported by the Men’s Bible Class 
with the other classes sharing in 
financing the project in the amount of 
at least $200 each. Most of the money 
has been received from pledges of 
members, but there have been several 
gifts and loans. 


April’s “Cause,” Education, merits 
the interest of Lutherans in congre- 


gations, synods and families. 
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\April 9, 1941 


CHARLES H. DAHMER 


Aprit 30 in the White Plains Hospital 
Charles H. Dahmer, treasurer of the 
United Synod of New York, active par- 
ticipant in many general Lutheran and 
Christian enterprises, entered into rest 
after a brief acute illness. 

An account of his work will be pub- 
lished in a later issue of THe LUTHERAN. 


RESOLUTIONS 
The Rev. John William Smith, D.D. 


Whereas the Rev. J. W. Smith, D.D., has 
served the Lutheran Church as one of her 
pastors for fitty years, and 

Whereas forty-three and one-half of these 
years were spent as pastor of Trinity Evan- 
gelical Lutheran Congregation in Ephrata, Pa., 


d 

Whereas Dr. Smith has lived among his many 
Ephrata parishioners and friends as pastor 
emeritus for almost five years, and 

Whereas it has pleased our heavenly Father 
to call our beloved pastor to his eternal rest, 
therefore 

Be It Resolved: 

1. That the pastor and council of Trinity 
Church act for the congregation in recording 
their sorrow in the passing of Dr. Smith. 

2. That they hereby express deep gratitude 
to Almighty God for the many years of conse- 
crated guidance and ministration of Pastor 
Smith. 

3. That they commend our departed leader 
and the members of the bereaved family to 
the loving care of Almighty God. 

4. That copies of these resolutions be sent to 
the family, the local newspapers and TuE 
LuTHERAN and that a copy be spread in the 
minutes of the congregation. 

Pastor Pau, HENRY AND THE CHURCH COUNCIL OF 
TRINITY EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH, 


EPHRATA, Pa. 
March 14, 1941. 


COMMISSION OF ADJUDICATION 


The Commission of Adjudication of the 
United Lutheran Church will meet in the Hotel 
Raleigh, Washington, D. C., at 10.00 A. M., 
Wednesday, April 16, 1941, for the transaction 
of such business as may properly come be- 
fore it. P. H. Pershing, Sec. 


SYNODS 


The fiftieth annual convention of the Evan- 
gelical Lutheran Synod of California will be 
held in the First English Lutheran Church, West 
Sixth Street and Shatto Place, Los Angeles, 
Calif., Frederick J. Weertz, D.D., pastor, May 
8 to 12. 

The convention will begin with the Confes- 
sional Service and the Sacrament of Holy Com- 
munion, Thursday, May 8, at 10.00 A. M. The 
secretary will serve as liturgist, the vice-pres- 
idents of synod assisting in the administration 
of the Sacrament; the president, the Rev. Wil- 
liam H. Derr, will be the homilist. — 

Business sessions will be held daily (except 
Saturday and Sunday) at 9.00 A. M. and _ 2.00 


P. M. Evening sessions will begin at 7.45 P. M.. 


Special services in commemoration of the 
Golden Jubilee of the synod will be held at 
hours to be announced later. | af 
Credentials for all lay delegates must be in 
the hands of the secretary not later than May 5. 

Clarence F. Crouser, Sec. 


The eighty-seventh annual convention of the 
United Lutheran Synod in Iowa will be held 
May 5-7, in St. John’s Church, Council Bluffs, 
Iowa, the Rev. R. W. Livers pastor. 

E. A. Piper, Sec. 


The Evangelical Lutheran Synod of Kansas 
and Adjacent States will hold its seventy-third 
annual convention April 21-24 in Trinity 
Church, Lawrence, Kan. The Service of Holy 
Communion will be Tuesday morning at nine 
o'clock and will be followed by the formal 
opening of the convention. “ 

The annual Luther League program and in- 
formal reception for the delegates will be held 
Monday night, April 21. 

W. Wilbur Klover, Sec. 


The one hundred. twenty-second annual con- 
vention of the Maryland Synod will be held at 
the Church of the Reformation, Caroline and 
Lanvale Sts., Baltimore, Md.. the Rev. Howard 
F. Reisz pastor, Mav 26 to 28. 4 

The convention will open with the celebration 
of the Lord’s Supper at 800 P. M., May 26. 

Applicants for ordination, licensure and_re- 
licensure will meet the Examining Committee 
at the convention church May 26 at 200 P. M. 

_ J. Frank Fife, Sec. 


| 
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The United Lutheran Synod of New York 
will hold its thirteenth annual convention, June 
9-12, 1941, in Christ Church, Broadway and Fox 
Street, Buffalo, N. Y., the Rev. John M. Strodel 
pastor, beginning with the Service and Com- 
munion, Monday at 8 P. M. Business sessions 
daily at 9 A. M. and 2 P. M. The Ordination 
Service, June 11, at 8 P. M. 

Candidates for ordination will meet the Ex- 
amining Committee, the Rey. F. Arnold Baven- 
dam, D.D., chairman, at 10 A. M., Wednesday, 
May 21, in St. John’s Parish House, 81 Chris- 
topher St., New York City. Pastors from sister 
synods desiring to unite with synod will meet 
the committee at 10 A. M., Tuesday, June 10, at 
Christ Church, Buffalo, N. Y. 

Paul C. White, Sec. 


CONFERENCES 


The spring meeting of the Philadelphia Dis- 
trict of the East Pennsylvania Conference of 
the Central Pennsylvania Synod will be held 
in Holy Trinity Church, 23d and Madison Sts., 
Wilmington, Del., the Rev. James F. Kelly pas- 
tor, Monday, April 21. The morning session 
will begin at 9.30 with the service of Holy 
Communion. There will be no evening service. 

Martin L. Tozer, Sec. 


The forty-second semi-annual convention otf 
the Chicago Conference of the Illinois Synod 
will be held in Woodlawn-Immanuel Church, 
Chicago, Ill., the Rev. Clarence E. Paulus, D.D., 
pastor, Tuesday, April 29. Conference will open 
with a Communion Service at 9.30 A. M. The 
afternoon session is at 1.15 o’clock. 

Millard H. Stiles, Sec. 


The Northern Conference of the Illinois Synod 
will hold its spring convention in Messiah 
Church, Rockford, Ill., the Rev. Fred A. Mill- 
house pastor, Wednesday, April 23. The morn- 
ing session will open at 10 A. M. and the after- 
noon session at 1.30 P. M. The Holy Communion 
Service will be conducted in the morning, and 
synodical representatives and members of boards 
and institutions will be heard in the afternoon. 

R. C. Shawl, Sec. 


The Allentown Conference of the Ministerium 
of Pennsylvania and Adjacent States will hold 
its one hundred forty-first annual convention in 
St. John’s Church, Nazareth, Pa., the Rev. 
Harvey C. Snyder pastor, Monday and Tuesday, 
April 28 and 29. 

The Service of Holy Communion will be held 
Monday, at 1030 A. M.’/The representatives of 
the Church, institutions, boards and agencies 
will be held in connection with the reports of 
the Mission Group and Educational Group Com- 
mittees Monday afternoon. 

David H. Frederick, Sec. 


The Lancaster Conference of the Ministerium 
of Pennsylvania and Adjacent States will hold 
its one hundred fifty-eighth annual meeting in 
Muddy Creek Church, Denver, Pa., the_ Rev. 
A. W. Leibensperger pastor, April 29. Public 
Confession and the Administration of the Holy 
Communion at 10 A. M.; business session, 1.15 
P. M.; Vespers, 7.30 P. M. The Rev. Paul J. 
Hoh, D.D., will deliver the address at the eve- 
ning session. J. F. Patterson, Sec. 


The spring convention of the New Jersey 
Conference of the United Lutheran Synod of 
New York will be held Tuesday, April 22, at 
First Church, Hunt Ave., Pearl River, N. Y., 
the Rev. Edward B. Buller pastor. Sessions 
will be held at 10 A. M. and 2 P. M. 

Cyrus M. Wallick, Sec. 


WOMEN’S MEETINGS 


The Women’s Missionary Societies of the 
Adams County District of the West Pennsyl- 
vania Conference of the Central Pennsylvania 
Synod will hold their annual meeting in Zion 
Church, Fairfield, Pa., the Rev. Emmert Cole- 
stock pastor, April 16. Afternoon _and evening 
sessions. Regina M. Berkheimer. 


The forty-second semi-annual convention of 
the Women’s Missionary Society of the Chicago 
Conference will hold its spring meeting, Tues- 
day, April 22, 10.00 A. M. to 3.00 P. M., at Holy 
Trinity Church, Addison St. and Magnolia Ave., 
Chicago, Ill., J. Allen Leas, D.D., pastor. Guest 
speaker, Betty A. Nilsson, M.D., on furlough 
from India. Frieda Johnson, Sec. 


NOTICE 


Lutherans pastors are requested to notify the 
chaplains in Camp Shelby of church members 
who are resident in this camp. This notice 
should include rank, name, and the military 
unit. Notices to be sent to: For the United 
TIaitheran Church, Chaplain Frank O. Taafel, 
138th F. A., Camp Shelby, Miss., or For the 
American Lutheran Church, Chanvlain John E. 
Braun, 166th Infantrv, Cam, Shelby, Miss. 

The chaplains will contact all these men, 
either personally or through the mail, for a 
camp communion service. However, in a camp 
of some fifty thousand men it is most neces- 
sory that the soldier’s military unit be stated. 
Plans are being made for two divisional serv- 
ices, followed by a camp communion service, 
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Early diagnosis is the first 
line of defense against cancer. 
Enlist in the local unit of the 
Women’s Field Army. Annual 
enlistment fee $1.00. 


AMERICAN SOCIETY 
for the 


CONTROL OF CANCER 


385 madison avenue «new york city 


A Gift to your church in memory of some 
relative or friend will always be appreciated. 


Write for an illustrated 
catalog showing our well 
selected, high-grade line 
of Ecclesiastical Ware, 
including such articles 
as Marble Fonts, Altar 
Brasses, Bronze Memorial 
Tablets, Communion 
Ware, Altar and Pulpit 
and Chancel 
which _ will 


Hangings 
Furniture, 
enable you to make a 
choice selection at mod- 
erate prices. 

Give us a trial and be 


Electric Altar 


Candelabra 
fe convinced. Our motto, 
We aim to please and satisfy our customers.” 


W. & E. SCHMIDT CO. 


626 West Clybourn St., MILWAUKEE, WIS. 
Established 1850 Incorporated 1899 
Dept. C-16 


with special services during Holy Week. This 
work cannot be accomplished unless we have 
the co-operation of the pastors. 

N. M. Ylvisaker, Director. 


INSTITUTES FOR PASTORS 


There will be a series of Institutes for Town 
and Country Pastors in the Central Pennsyl- 
vania Synod as follows: 

April 15—West Pennsylvania Conference, Salem 
Lutheran Church, Dillsburg, Pa., the Rev. 
George Young pastor. 

April 16—Alleghany Conference, Evangelical 
Lutheran Church, Duncansville, Pa., the Rev. 
G. B. Harmon pastor. 

April 17—Susauehanna Conference, St. Mat- 
thew’s Church, Shamokin Dam, Pa., the Rev. 
Paul R. Ashby pastor. 

April 18—East Pennsylvania Conference, St. 
Matthew’s Lutheran Church, Chester Springs, 
Pa., the Rev. Walter D. Guss pastor. 

Pastors of town and country churches are 
urged to attend the institute within their Con- 
ference. They are also urged to bring members 
of their congregations with them. 
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in a church record book suitable and 


adequate for the purpose 


ic Keady —Kevised Edition 
THE PARISH REGISTER 


© Makes provision for the recording of all historical and statistical data for 


convenient reference when required. 


® Makes possible the furnishing of accurate and complete data in con- 
nection with statistical reports to the synod and other fact-finding 


agencies. 


* Conforms to the rubrics of the statistical forms authorized by the United 


Lutheran Church in America. 


° Available only in LOOSELEAF form put up in a specially constructed 
post binder—heavy board covers bound in durable Maroon Leather- 
grained Fabrikoid, with metal back and hinges including locking device 
and key. Binder size—l0|/, by 1534 inches. Sheet size—10 by 15 inches. 


Detailed information on application. 


THE UNITED LUTHERAN PUBLICATION HOUSE 


THIRTEENTH AND SPRUCE STREETS 


CHICAGO COLUMBIA 


- THE LUTHERAN 


Enter THEIR 


NAMES 


The Newly Confirmed 


No. 1 
Up to 300 members 
$10.00 


No. 2 
300 to 600 members 
$12.00 


No. 3 : 
600 to 900 members 
$14.00 
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